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Abstract 

The dilemma of Nigeria’s statehood presents a complex interplay of historic and socio-economic 

factors that continue to challenge national cohesion and governance. Since gaining 

independence in 1960, Nigeria has grappled with issues of identity, resource distribution and 

political representation among its diverse population of over 250 ethnic groups. The legacy of 

colonialism, combined with subsequent military coups and civil unrest, has exacerbated tensions 

and hindered democratic development. Ethnic rivalries, particularly between the major groups 

Hausa-Fulani, Yoruba and Igbo have led to conflicts and secessionist movements, notably the 

Biafra War, the call for Oduduwa Republic and the Independent People of Biafra Movement. 

Additionally, the unequal distribution of oil wealth has fueled regional disparities and 

grievances. As Nigeria navigates the quest for unity amidst pervasive corruption and inadequate 

infrastructure, the statehood dilemma raises critical questions about federalism, self-

determination, and the balance between ethnic identity and national unity. The theories adopted 

for this study are the relational/vengeance theory and the human needs/socio-economic 

perspective theory which attempt to provide explanation for violent conflicts between groups. 

The human needs/socio-economic perspective blames social conditions for the violence anchored 

on the human needs and social conflicts. The study adopted survey research design and relied 

much on secondary source of data collection. Religious tolerance, constitutional distribution of 

powers, prevention of domination and oppression of the minority by the majority groups, fair 

and equitable distribution of national resources among others are recommended for a strong 

viral and egalitarian nation.  

Key words: Dilemma, statehood, federalism, ethnic groups, secession, oil wealth. 

Introduction 

Nationhood, according to Roger Scott, (1970) refers to the achievement of a full and over-riding 

commitment of the state from all its inhabitants against the demands of sub-national loyalties. This 

assertion is a complete departure from Nigerian experience because the state does not enjoy 

over-riding commitments of the inhabitants let alone the sub-regional groups. The self-acclaimed 

giant of Africa has over the years been facing disability challenge over her statehood. The nature 
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of the dilemma is so deplorable that even the child in the womb feels the pinch. There is no month 

that comes by in Nigeria that one would not hear terrible and disgusting stories of events and 

catastrophe. 

Such stories range from terrorism attack, bomb explosion, bomb scar. militancy attack, pipe-line 

vandalism, kidnappings, separatist movements, stay at home order, pack and go to your native land 

and let our people return home and so on and so forth. No wonder, a popular Nigerian Musician, 

from Benin extraction, late Chief Sunny Okosun in one of his albums in 1980s, entitled “WHICH WAY 

NIGERIA," enquired on which direction Nigeria was going, due to the political and economic 

uncertainties of that period, and which has persisted even till today. He called on all Nigerians to love 

our fatherland, or else Nigeria will fall. 

Those negative elements identified have all combined to make the African state irrelevant to the 

citizenry, thus eroding its legitimacy. Additionally, the state becomes prone to economic 

dislocation and political instability all of which are indices of state failure (Rotberg 2002 cited in 

Uzodike and Maiangwa 2021). Here, Rotberg's articulation of the characteristics of a failed state in 

economic and political terms is illuminating. According to him, ' the economic sphere is 

characterized by deteriorated standards of living, a lack of public goods and services, the 

flourishing of corruption and rent-seeking, and pervasive economic stagnation. In the political 

sphere, some leaders and their allies readily work to subvert prevailing democratic norms by 

coercing legislatures and bureaucracies into subservice, compromising judicial 

independence, stifling the emergence of civil society or space, and converting security and 

defence forces for parochial ends. Moreover, the political sphere is dotted with ethnic 

discrimination and resultant discord. Governments that once appeared to operate for the benefit of 

all the nation's citizens are perceived to have become partisan. Corrupt ruling elites invest their ill-

gotten gains overseas, building lavish residences and palaces with state funds (ibid, pp.96- 97). 

Rotberg further argues that in the last phase of failure, the state's legitimacy will collapse. 

Once the state's capacity to secure itself or to perform in an expected manner recedes, there is 

every reason to expect disloyalty to the state on the part of the disenchanted and aggrieved 

citizens. Logically, many transfer their allegiances to their clan and group leaders. Some of 

whom gravitate towards terrorism as they strive to secure communal mandate. Mobilizing 

support from both external and local supporters, the terrorists seek out havens in the more remote 
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and marginalized corners of failed states where they blend in, more comfortably in the prevailing 

chaos associated with state failure (ibid). The various theoretical constructs that attempt to mirror 

the Nigerian state point to a deep gulf between state and society or in Ekeh's, term "the difficult 

relations between state and society" from Wale Olaitan's 'Hanging State', HamzaAlavi's 'Over-

developed State', to Terisa Turner's 'Entrepot State', Gunnar Myrdal's 'Soft State' and Claude 

Ake's 'Irrelevant State'. In the realm of theory, such disconnect is not only capable of eroding 

legitimacy but also inducing state failure and the subsequent repercussions that emanate from it 

such as violent conflicts or terrorism as Rotberg's postulate suggests. Empirically, Uzodike and 

Maiangwa have articulated the various conditions and features of a failed state as pertaining to 

Nigeria, ranging from the failed States index in which the country ranked 14 in 2011, Terrorism 

and Political Mapping (2010-2011), which ranked her fifth and the Human Development Index 

Trend (2011), where Nigeria emerged 156 out of 1 86 countries. 

On these bases, it should be noted here that the situation we have found ourselves did not just 

happen overnight. It is a manifestation of many years of neglect and reckless abandonment of 

conflict signals arising from marginalized or oppressed people of the sub-regional groups in 

Nigeria. No wonder, the concept of conflict indicator assumes that conflict does not just happen 

or take place in a given relationship. Idealists and realists similarly agree that prior to any 

conflict situation, there are bound to be conflict signals or danger. (AjaAkpuru-Aja, edited by 

Ikejiani 2009) state that, because of this long neglect of danger signals or early warning signals 

(EWS), Nigeria has been plunged into a crossroad: a state of dilemma indeed, where going 

forward is not possible and moving backwards poses great difficulty. 

Attempts at nation building. 

Nigeria is made up of multi-ethnic societies with populations that are sharply divided along 

racial, cultural, religious and similar cleavages. These inherent complexities in the British 

creation called Nigeria have crippled all attempts to Nation-building and thus plunged Nigeria 

into a state of dilemma.Nigeria attained the status of independent nation in 1960 on a shaky 

socio-political, economic and cultural foundation. There was, for example no truly national 

political party that commanded nationwide support and loyalty. The dominant parties that 

existed; namely: the Northern people's congress, (NPC), The Action Group (AG) and the 
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National Council of Nigeria Citizens (NCNC) had ethnic and regional support. Is itany wonder, 

then, that the fact that our leaders did not see Nigeria as one country and did notrefer to it as 

such contributed immensely to the question of unity in Nigeria sixty-five years after formal 

political independence? For instance, as far back as 1947, Chief ObafemiAwolowo was quoted 

in (Okoli 2003) thus; “Nigeria is not a nation, it is a mere geographical expression. There is no 

"Nigeria" in the sense as there are "English" Welsh" or "French", the word Nigeria is merely a 

distinctive appellation to distinguish those who live within the boundaries of Nigeria from those 

who do not".In another comment a Prime Minister of the political entity called Nigeria, Sir 

AbubakarTafawaBelewa had these to say of a country he would be in charge sooner than later; 

"since 1914 the British has been trying to make Nigeria into a country, but the Nigeria people 

themselves are historically different in their backgrounds; in their religious beliefs and customs 

and do not show themselves any sign of willingness to unite (Okoli 2003). 

The views of these frontline Nationalists were manifested in the events that trailed Nigeria post-

Independence era. There was also the absence of a lingua-Franca that could serve as a unifying 

mode of communication. Furthermore, there was the absence of normative order which all ethnic 

groups accepted. Other problems like the allocation of economic resources, location of major 

industries, representation in the bureaucracy, census controversy and the question of creation of 

more regions, remained largely unresolved and consequently hampered all efforts at nation-

building (Obasi quoted in Ofuebe 2021). At independence, therefore, the Nigeria State was faced 

with grave problems such as the colonial legacy of structural imbalance in the federal 

arrangement; manipulation of ethnic factor (sentiments) by national leadership in order to serve 

and promote parochial, primordial and selfish interests; absence of patriotic, honest, loyal and 

exemplary leadership; unhealthy party factionalism and rivalries, electoral malpractices and 

controversies and widespread corruption and nepotic tendencies. These required urgent attention 

but, unfortunately, they could not be resolved until the military take-over power in 1966.  

However, the intervention of the military latter made matters worse. The coup itself led to 

widespread distrust, fear, suspicion, hatred and further escalation of inter-ethnic conflict. This led 

to breakdown of peace and order in 1967 when the Nigeria- Biafra Civil War began. When the 

war ended in 1970, the federal military government began a conscious attempt at nation 
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building.Successive governments made further consolidation and improvement on the attempts 

to foster national unity. For example, Gowon's post-war tenure served as deliberate attempts at 

nation-building. Its post-war reconstruction program was helpful in attempts at nation-building, 

secondly its establishment of the National Youths Service Corps Scheme (NYSC) was a bold 

attempt at fostering a sense of national unity. Thirdly its creation of states earlier in 1967 helped 

to some degree to allay the fears of minority ethnic groups. Fourthly, the takeover by the federal 

military government of all universities in the country brought new national orientation in the 

university system aimed at fostering unity. 

Similarly, the government of Murtala/Obasanjo regime further created more states in 1976. It 

also carried out a nation-wide reform of local governments aimed; inter alia, to inculcate a sense 

of common values, history and destiny among the staff of local governments. The expansion in 

the number of unity schools (Federal Government Colleges) extended the frontier. The adoption 

of the 1979 constitution marked the continuity of deliberate attempts to promote national unity. 

First, the requirement that political parties should be nationally based, as against the hitherto 

ethno-regional foundation, was one of the instruments or strategies adoptedto promote national 

integration during the second republic, Secondly, the emphasis on federal character principle and 

quota system in recruitment process was also meant to foster a sense of belonging among all 

ethnic groups, thereby removing the fear of domination by dominant ethnic groups. Thirdly, the 

emphasis in the secular character of the state was another strategy adopted to neutralize the 

domineering influence of major religious beliefs on state institutions and policies, Fourthly, the 

adoption of the presidential system of government was meant to expand and strengthen among 

other things, the electoral base of the president. It was also meant to raise that office to one that 

acts as the symbol of the entire nation and consequently engender the feeling of national 

consciousness and loyalty among the subjects. 

So far, attempts have been made to examine the various instruments used by our leaders to 

engender nation-building and progress. Unfortunately, these efforts have recorded abysmal 

failures due largely to some centripetal and centrifugal forces that have been working against the 

nation right from its amalgamation in 1914. 
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Centripetal and Centrifugal Forces in Nigeria Federation 

The concept of centripetal and centrifugal forces in the context of social sciences according to 

Asogwa (2009), are those factors that keep the individuals that make up a political set up 

cooperative or non-cooperative in their activities so that they can contribute significantly to the 

attainment or non-attainment of national goals. Centripetal forces are those forces that bind a 

state together and promote national unity, stability and integration. Examples include a strong 

national identity, effective institutions and equitable resource distribution (Heywood, 2021). 

Also corroborating, Asogwa, (2019), maintained that these forces are those factors that establish 

a state of unity and co-operation among the members of a-given system so that they can operate 

cohesively in order to attain pre-determined goals. These forces are concerned with those factors 

that have considerable positive influence in the process of attaining a peaceful united and 

progressive federation. These factors play major roles in the management of diversities and a 

process of seeking unity and harmony in a federal system.In Nigeria, centripetal forces may 

include the following the federal character principles, Derivation principle, power shift concept, 

dialogue and debate, equitable policy distribution of wealth, social justice and cooperation, the 

National Youth Service scheme, rotational system of leadership, zoning formula, state creation, 

equity, triangular equilibrium, federal institutions etc. Centripetal forces places more premium on 

those factors that bind a nation together, instead of tearing them apart just as some of the 

instruments of national building mentioned above.  

Conversely centrifugal forces are those forces that tend to divide a state, weaken national unity 

or leads to fragmentation and instability. Examples include ethnic conflicts, regional inequality 

or separatist movements. (Agnew, 2021).Also, in the views of Asogwa (2019), these forces are 

perceived as those negative factors or tendencies that induce adverse condition on a federation. 

With particular reference to Nigeria, serious centrifugal forces threatening the Nigeria statehood 

include conflicts arising from ethnicity, communal clashes, ethnic-religious crises, ethnic militia 

violence, marginalization, favoritism, nepotism, tribalism, indigenization syndrome, 

Northernization or Born-to-Rule syndrome, social injustice, inequity, electoral malpractices and 

violence others include the recent spate of violence and hatred exemplified in the ethnic 

militancy, religious bigotry, terrorism and the recent call by the Arewa Youths for the Igbos to 
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leave the Northern part of Nigeria and ordering their people to come home, the separatist 

movement by the Indigenous Peoples of Biafra (IPOB) among others. 

Major factors that threaten Nigeria statehood 

Ethnic communal clashes: The greatest need of Nigeria since her independence in October 1
st
 

1960 has been to integrate a unified national entity from the diverse ethnic groups whose 

members retain their loyalties to small units and whose leaders see those ethnic groups as an 

opportunity for themselves and their followers to enrich themselves or to advance their political 

interests. In some cases, communal clashes occur as a result of understanding among the 

conflicting groups. Some of those serious communal clashes recorded in Nigeria history include: 

Zangon-kataf conflict, which is the communal clash between the Hausa settlers in Zangon and 

the natives of Kataf in Southern Kaduna which was dominated by Christians. The Ife-Modekeke 

crises which was an intra-ethnic conflict of two neighbouring communities of the present-day 

Osun State. The Ife and Modakeke has had a long history of antipathy and crises. The crisis of 

Ife-Modakeke is one of the oldest intra ethnic crises in Nigeria which has recorded over 2000 

deaths and several more injuries in the last two decades. (Sayo and Shittu, 1997). 

The South Eastern Nigeria is not left out in the communal crises. Prominent among the crises is 

that of Aguleri-Umuleri conflicts. The Aguleri and Umuleri are two sons of Eri who are 

neighbouring villages. Their conflict originated from land dispute. Also, in the South East, 

Nigeria, the recent killings at UkpabiNimbo in Uzo-uwani Local Government Area of Enugu 

State by Fulani herdsmen on Monday, 26
th

 April, 2016 deserves to be mentioned. At the dead 

hour of the night the unsuspecting and armless villagers woke up to notice that their village was 

surrounded and besieged by Fulani attackers with sophisticated ammunitions. Several heads 

rolled and many families were closed up. The cause of the killing was traced to destruction of 

the-farm lands by Fulani cattle which the villagers resisted and allegedly killed some Fulani 

cattles. In the North Central states of Nigeria cases of communal crises abound. Such as Tiv-

Jukun clashes, as well as Tiv-Fulani crises. The Tiv-Jukunclashes was politically motivated. So 

many lives were lost while several buildings were destroyed. The Tiv-Fulani crises was as a 

result of the encroachment and destruction of Tiv farmland by the Fulani herdsmen. The stories 

are endless. And they all point to those forces that weigh our statehood down as many 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES, (IJOTAS) VOL 7 No 1 2026 E-ISSN: 616-096X 
 

47 
 

nationalities are living in a state of fear and uncertainty due the failure of the state to provide the 

adequate security of lives and property. 

Ethno-religious crises: Religious crises can be "conceptualized as a form of conflict between 

groups which differ ideologically along religious lines within a pluralistic setting with each 

striving for political relevance". (Gofwen, 2004). The division is essentially on the grounds of 

doctrine and faith. In Nigeria especially Kano and Kaduna States have recorded a number of 

religiously motivated crises between Muslims and Christians especially as their beliefs and 

religious practices run contrary to each other. Their view was clarified further when asAnugwom 

and Igbo put it, “Muslims, for instance, believe that they have the right to "Islamize" the world. 

This is not necessarily through persuasive arguments or evangelism but through 'holy wars' or 

'Jihad'. Christians on their own part believe in evangelism or spreading the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. They argue that one cannot attain salvation or go to Heaven except through strict 

adherence to the teachings of Christ Each of the two groups want to maintain separate identity 

and at the same time try to win converts from the other” (Anugwom and Igbo 2022). 

The resultant effect of this struggle to either win more converts by force or diplomacy manifests 

in skirmishes, and rancour which will naturally end up in violent religious crises. Again, 

religious crises accounts for most devastating tension and civil strife in Nigeria. Wherever or 

whenever it occurs, the inhabitants of the area do not sleep with their two eyes closed thereby 

putting the Nigeria statehood to test. 

Ethnic militia groups: The recent uprisings among the ethnic groups in Nigeria especially the 

Niger Delta Militancy group deserves to be mentioned here. The group's philosophy is more or 

less attached to the human- needs theory. The militants are agitating for the emancipation of the 

Niger Delta people. This reaction emanates from the long-standing neglect of the region by the 

federal government irrespective of the fact that the oil which is the major source of our revenue 

comes from the region. According to them, the people are impoverished, neglected, and their 

water polluted. They threaten to realize their dreams by the barrel of the gun. Mostly, their target 

has been breaking up of the oil pipe lines and kidnapping of foreign nationals whoare attached to 

the oil firms located in their area. These irate groups are highly armed with sophisticated 

weapons even ready to fight the Nigerian Army. Then, again, the posture of the militants cannot 
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be wished away if their demands are not met. They have caused a lot of havoc in the oil industry 

which has also affected the economy. Their militant approach to their demand is a manifestation 

or a typology of a government inside government which for me is a threat to Nigeria statehood.  

Biafran Separatist Movement: Fifty-eight years after the first attempt to become a sovereign 

state of Biafra, the indigenous peoples of Biafra (IPOB) have re-surfaced to demand for the 

independence of the people of Biafra. It is as a result of neglect, marginalization and oppression 

of the Igbos that they have embarked on a non-violent but pragmatic move to press home their 

demand, and today it has become a burning issue not only in Nigeria but in the international 

community. " A proof of the acceptability of the movement by the Igbo people of Southern 

Nigeria was demonstrated on 30
th

 May, 2017, when the group declared a sit-at-home order, 

calling on the Igbo to sit-at-home and reflect on the genocide of 1967 where the Igbo's were 

massacred in the Northern region of Nigeria, during the civil war. This order was strictly 

observed by the South Eastern States of Nigeria. Above all, the people of Biafra across the globe 

observed the directive even in Washington DC where Biafran agitators were given state security 

and press coverage. Perhaps, this may have aggrieved the members of the Arewa Youths 

Consultative Forum who consequently warned the Igbos to leave their region and go home and 

called on their people in the East to return home before the end of October 2017. To me, these 

danger signals need to be observed and intelligent solutions proffered because it may degenerate 

to conflict explosion. This, of course is another blow to our Nationhood. 

Theoretical Framework 

Several scholars have attempted to explain in theories the nature and situation of Nigeria as a 

political entity especially the dilemma at which we have found ourselves today. But in the 

context of this work, we shall adopt two theories that explain the dilemma of Nigeria statehood. 

The Theories adopted are: The Relational/Vengeance theory and the Human-needs/Socio-

economic perspective.  

The Relational/Vengeance Theory: Relational theory attempts to provide explanation for 

violent conflicts between groups by exploring sociological, political, economic, (religious) and 

historical relationships between such groups. The belief is that cultural and value differences as 
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well as group interests all influence relationships between individuals and groups in different 

ways. Thus, a number of conflicts grow out of past history of conflict between groups that have 

led to the development of negative stereotypes, racial intolerance and discrimination, (Faleti, 

2006). The differences in value invariably creates the "We" and 'Others" dichotomy: "The fact 

that 'others' are perceived as different, makes us feel they are entitled to less or are inferior by 

reason of their-values. This disrupts the flow of communication between us and them and to that 

extent, twists perceptions that we have about each other" (ibid.p.55). Now let us use the case of 

boko haram insurgency in Nigeria as our reference point here. In this case the Boko Haram sect 

represents the (we) while the rest of Nigerians are the others). On the part of Boko Haram, 

killing of their members by government security forces- the "Others" attracts reprisals from it, 

the "We". The retaliatory attacks against Muslims in the Gonin Gora area of Kaduna state by an 

irate mob following the multiple suicide attacks on churches in the state on Sunday June 17, 

2012, also highlights the vengeance thrust of the "We" and "Others" psychology. In this instance, 

the avengers, presumably christians now constituted the "We", while Muslims became the 

"Others."  

In the same vein, the several regional and sub-regional conflicts and uprisings are attributable to 

this theory. For instance, the Niger Delta militants who are clamouring for the control of their 

natural resources or for government to give them fair treatment in the revenue allocation as the 

goose that led the golden eggs are considering themselves first as the (we), while the state and 

the rest of Nigeria as (others). Similarly, the separatist Biafra agitators under the umbrella of the 

Independent Peoples of Biafra (IPOB) who are agitating for a sovereign state of Biafra are 

looking at themselves as (we) while the rest of Nigerians as (others). Also, the recent call on 7
th

 

June 2017 by the Arewa Youths consultative assembly for the Igbos to vacate from the Northern 

part of Nigeria is yet another indication of the (we) and (them) syndrome of "the theory under 

review. 

The Human Needs/Socio-Economic Perspective: The central thesis of this theory is that all 

humans have basic needs which they seek to satisfy and failure caused by other individuals or 

groups to meet these needs could lead to conflict (Rosati et al, 1990 cited in Faleti). The theory is 

similar to the frustration-aggression theory of violence, which posits that aggression is always a 

consequence of frustration (Dougherty and PfaltzgrateJr, 1990). According to the theory, relative 
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deprivation is a perceived disparity between value expectation and value capabilities and that the 

lack of a need satisfaction defined as a gap between aspirations and achievement generally relies 

on the psychological state of frustration and aggressive attitudes emanating from it (Midlarsky, 

1975). It has its largest proponents from the intelligentsia, and is particularly viewed by some 

foreign governments such as those of the United States and Britain as explanations for the 

problem. Nigeria's socio-economic indexes seem to validate the assumption of human needs 

theory. The Human Development Index Trend, for instance, ranked Nigeria 156 out of 186 in 

2011. The socio-economic factors being adduced as the root causes of violence in Nigeria 

include unemployment, especially among the youth, poverty and a deteriorating standard of 

living, especially in the north. 

 

Recommendations  

Having looked at those forces that may bind or threaten our nationhood, let us examine some 

factors that may keep those centrifugal and centripetal forces in an equilibrium. 

Religious tolerance: Government should desist from meddling with religious matters because 

this is usually perceived as favoritism, especially in making policies which favour a particular 

religion, such as the placement of Sharia courts/laws side by side with the secular laws/courts of 

the state and the enrolment of the entire nation into the organization of Islamic conference in 

1986 without recourse to other religious denominations in Nigeria. Government should also be 

seen as dealing with any denomination that encourages religious riot so that others will learn 

lesson from it.  

Constitutional distribution of powers: The 1999 Constitution under the exclusive list has 

reversed all essential matters concerning the federation to be controlled by the federal 

government. Such matters include currency, control of armed forces, defence, foreign affairs, 

foreign trade, available ammunitions, police, mining etc. Those matters that are not primarily of 

essential nature are kept under the jurisdiction of component states. The distribution of powers 

by the constitution was reinforced by Appandorai (1975).The main objective of listing the 

powers of any authority is to define and limit it when such powers are so listed for the centre, 

then the units retain the rest. Alternatively, where the powers of the units are listed, for example, 
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in Canada, the rest are reserved for the centre. This distribution of powers between the centre and 

the component units ought to be safeguarded to prevent either authority from encroaching upon 

the jurisdiction of the other.  

Reliable census data: One of the root causes of census controversies is because census is used 

for revenue collection. But if the federal government makes a law stating that any state above a 

stipulated population size and birth rate, should pay a fixed sum of money as tax to the federal 

government and strictly enforces the law, census controversies will stop from being an obstacle 

to nation-building in Nigeria. (Obi quoted in Ofuebe 2001) also census controversies arise as a 

result of inflation of figures and the alleged counting of non-human beings in some sections of 

Nigeria. This could be avoided by conducting a credible and reliable census. 

Prevention of domination and oppression of the minority by the majority groups: The truth 

remains that the federating units in Nigeria are not equal in population, social and economic 

standings. It is therefore important to devise a method of how to prevent the domination of the 

smaller units by the bigger ones. One way of doing it is to allow each unit on the second chamber 

of the federal legislature equal representation. Representative to the federal houses should 

embrace adequate representation from the states. 

Fair and equitable distribution of national resources: Equitable and fair distribution of resources 

to all parts of the country will go a long way to promote national unity and integration. There 

should be even spread of political and administrative positions in government. The federal 

character principle should also be followed to the letter. The outcry of the Igbos and other ethnic 

groups are as a result of lopsided distribution of appointments in the public service, among others 

should be properly addressed. 

Similarly, as a leading Italian statesman Massimo Taparelli, Marquess of Azeglio, was reputed as 

having once said of Italy. We have created Italy, it is now behoveson us to create Italians. In the 

context of Nigeria, the nationalists created Nigeria between 1966 to 1970 but failed to create 

Nigerians. This paper advocates for turn-around in our value orientation to ensure that we 

inculcate the spirit of one indivisible entity. In the words of the Late President Buhari when he 

was the Military Head of State, he said that "this generation of Nigerians and future generations 

have no country other than Nigeria to call our own". This quote should not just end up as mere 
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saying rather all well-meaning Nigerians should arise and join hands with the state to build a 

virile and prosperous nation where no man is oppressed or alienated for what- ever reason, more 

so the recent call for the restructuring of the country should not be swept under the carpet, rather 

efforts should be made to follow it up with vigor and every sense of responsibility and sincerity. 

And by so doing, peace, equity and prosperity shall prevail in Nigeria. The looming crises of 

separation or disintegration of Nigeria could be dangerous for us and so we shall join our hands 

to protect our corporate existence, and step out of the shell of dilemma which we have found 

ourselves in, and avoid the turbulent volcano from erupting. Time and how, no one can predict. 

Conclusion 

At the center of the two extremes of those centripetal factors that tend to bind us together, as well 

as those centrifugal forces that threaten to tear us apart. are the entity called Nigeria which is 

now in a state of dilemma, due majorly to unresolved national issues which have resulted in 

uncontrollable conflicts. This has therefore, clearly shown that most of the conflicts are the 

products of the failure of Nigeria whose leadership over the years have proved incapable of 

actually governing the country. This is as a result of the fact that the Nigerian state is a product 

of conflict, as a consequence, it is the principal generator of conflict in the society. This situation 

emanates from its insensitivity and perhaps in its defense of the owners of the means of 

production. It has enacted series of policies that have created mass unemployment and gross 

underdevelopment leading to total disequilibrium of the society. (Ofoeze, quoted in Ikejiani; 

2009). Moreover, the inability to put to an end to these nagging problems is attributed majorly to 

the fact that the leaders lack the capacity to act as an independent corporate entity. 

Unfortunately, this ugly trend is a complete departure from the original intent of the founding 

fathers. The nationalist movement helped to achieve statehood for Nigeria, but the wave of 

nationalistic enthusiasm declined shortly after the independence was realized. This is therefore 

an aberration. One would have expected a new brand of nationalism, the type of nationalism in 

the words of lkoku (1984) “Seeks the radicalization of national independence by complementing 

state sovereignty with a distinct political system rooted in our historical experience and 

nourished by our evolving national culture; a self-activating, diversified and expanding national 

economy, an integrative national culture that will forge one people out of our many tribes and 

tongues”. 
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