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Abstract  

The purpose of this paper was to highlight effective instructional delivery of entrepreneurship 

education by secondary school teachers in Nigeria. Concepts such as instructional delivery, 

entrepreneurship education, teachers and computer were succinctly discussed. Issues such as 

the relevance of entrepreneurship education to secondary school students as well as 

instructional delivery strategies required by secondary school teachers for effective 

instructional delivery were treated. The need for teachers in secondary schools to diversify 

their instructional strategies, methods and techniques for effective instructional delivery of 

entrepreneurship education was advocated. It was concluded that teachers employ a proactive 

and effective kind of teaching which will trigger the interest of students to learn skills that will 

make them self-reliant after school, for self, societal and national development.  

.  
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Introduction  

The dynamic needs of young school leavers from Nigerian secondary schools calls for a drastic 

revision of teachers’ instructional methods of lesson delivery. This can be properly achieved if 

teachers learn to diversify instructional delivery methods which will inculcate into the 

students the right type of skills and values which will make them entrepreneurial, self-reliant 

and useful members of the society for national development. Given this background, it is 

expected that a functional kind of teaching and learning process be adopted by teachers to 

effectively teach entrepreneurship education to enable secondary school graduates to become 

employers of labour rather than job seekers. This will help to reduce the menace of 

unemployment in Nigeria.  

Entrepreneurship education is a type of education that involves the acquisition of skills, 

ideas and management abilities necessary for business establishment and job creation for self-

employment. In the words of Suleiman (2010), entrepreneurship education seeks to prepare 

people particularly the youths to be responsible, by immersing them in real life learning 

experience whereby they can take risks, manage results and learn from the outcome. 

Functionally, entrepreneurship education has been seen as a panacea for job creation and 

increase of awareness about self-employment as well as a means for career choice among 
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young people (Fleming, 1996). This implies that entrepreneurship education prepares the 

individual to be properly equipped to acquire skills which could be used to manage his own 

business or that of other persons (Oduwaiye, 2005).  

Entrepreneurship education involves teaching and learning in a formal school setting 

geared towards helping the students develop positive attitudes, innovation and skills for self-

employment. This will, in turn, produce graduates with self-confidence and capacities for 

independent thought to discover new information leading to economic development 

(Emetaron, 2008).  

With the growing number of students coming out from the secondary school annually, if 

some measures are not taken to occupy them and prevent them from restiveness, there is 

every tendency that the situation will escalate the rate of poverty and corruption and other 

social vices like cultism, armed robbery, kidnapping, etc. Hence, there is need to redefine and 

refocus the current system of education to create and enhance the supply of entrepreneurship 

initiatives and activities (Akpomi, 2008; Adejimola & Olunfunmilayo, 2009). It is expected that 

our educational institutions shall become centres for inculcating the spirit of entrepreneurship 

rather than the spirit of passing exam to get white collar job.  

Because of the relevance of entrepreneurship education to national development, it is 

socially injurious to neglect this aspect of education for students in the secondary school. Our 

society needs competent auto mechanics, truck drivers, plumbers, electricians, electronics, 

computer-, database-, web- and network- technicians, book-keepers and clerks, medical 

technicians, and nursing assistants, and other personnel in this category. The half-baked 

roadside mechanics in our society often cause more damage to vehicles when they are 

contracted to service them. Because of poor training, some of the commercial drivers on the 

road and nurse assistants in the hospitals have sent many people to their early death (Ossai, 

2012). Given these facts, it is harmful to neglect the effective delivery of entrepreneurship 

education by teachers as it stands as a panacea to secondary school leavers’ self-employability.  

 

Purpose of the Study  

The major purpose of this research was to advocate for proper instructional delivery and 

effective teaching of entrepreneurship education in secondary school in Nigeria. Specifically, 

the study:  

i. Identified traditional instructional delivery methods used in secondary school 

for lesson delivery of entrepreneurship education.  

ii. Advocated for effective methods to enhance effective instructional delivery of 

entrepreneurship education  

iii. Determined the role of teachers in the use of instructional materials in effective 

delivery of entrepreneurship education.  

 

Significance of the Study  

This paper will be of significant importance to the following: secondary school students, the 

Federal Government of Nigeria, society and teachers, generally.  

The teaching and learning of entrepreneurship education, as advocated in this paper, 

will make secondary school students become self-reliant and employers of labour rather than 

job seekers. The findings of the study will help the Federal Government to articulate laws and 
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policies that will provide adequate programmes that will inculcate entrepreneurial skills into 

learners. To the teachers, this paper is of immense importance, as it will expand their 

professional horizon as regards the teaching of Entrepreneurship Education. This study, finally, 

will help society in sustaining the skills for lasting peace. Social ills and vices like robbery, 

cultism, prostitution and fraud will be reduced when the members of the society who form part 

of the total population will become meaningfully employed through entrepreneurship 

education.  

 

Effective Instructional Delivery of Entrepreneurship Education in Secondary Schools  

Gray (2006) contends that effective instructional delivery is a process of facilitating learning 

which is expected to bring about change in the behaviour of the learner. Supporting the above 

assertion, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, 2004) 

added that effective instructional delivery deals with using knowledge, skills, beliefs and 

background of each child to maintain their high expectations. The expectations of these 

children are usually steered by assessment administration in the form of assignment, test, 

examination and group work with provision of continuous feedback to learners about their 

performance, and utilization of data from their assessments to revise learning experiences 

(Ogwu and Ogwu, 2013). Ogwu and Ogwu further stated that teachers with adequate 

knowledge of their subject matter can be more effective and efficient at organizing and 

delivering the subject matter, connecting the subject with the students' previous knowledge, 

finding useful analogies and examples, presenting current thinking on the subject, and 

establishing appropriate emphases. Effective teachers set high standards for students 

regarding curriculum content, articulating clear goals and using appropriate instructional 

techniques such as audiovisual presentations, discussions and inquiry, practice and 

application; use of appropriate questioning and instructional techniques, among others (Ogwu 

and Ogwu, 2013).  

The effectiveness of teachers’ instructional delivery, according to Dukett and 

Tatarkowski (2012), lies greatly on the use of tangible teaching aids, where young people learn 

more readily about things that are directly accessible to them via visual, auditory, tactile and 

kinesthetic processes. In essence, the whole success of students in the acquisition of relevant 

knowledge and skills lies in the effectiveness of the teacher or teaching method adopted for a 

particular lesson or topic. This includes the level of preparedness of the teachers and how well 

he/she is equipped with relevant instructional material for the lesson for effective teaching and 

learning process. Okolocha and Onyeneke (2013), in this regard, stated that desirable 

transformation can only occur in the learner when a teacher has a good mastery of the subject 

matter, has a map to follow in terms of well-prepared lesson plan/note, grab the students’ 

attention through effective class control mechanism or strategy, recognize students’ attention 

span, plan activity for the students by allowing them to participate actively in the teaching-

learning encounter and also maintaining approved lesson period, utilize visual aids, voice, eye 

contact and body movement as a way of stimulating the students, summarize lesson and 

evaluate lesson using all sorts of continuous assessment techniques.  
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Strategies for Effective Instructional Delivery of Entrepreneurship Education  

There are different and various methods of effective instructional delivery which can be 

employed to foster students’ participation in classroom situation and learning. These are, but 

not limited to, the use of instructional materials, use of computers, lesson plan preparation, 

among others.  

 

Use of Instructional Materials 

Uzuegbu, Mbadiwe & Anulobi (2013) asserted that instructional materials are devices used to 

assist the instructor/teacher in the preparation of a lesson, teaching of the lesson and 

facilitating students’ learning of the subject matter. These include those objects that are 

commercially acquired or improvised by the teacher to make conceptual abstraction more 

concrete and practical to the learner (Iwu, Ijioma, Onoja & Nzewuihe, 2011). They are relevant 

materials utilized by the teacher during instructional process for the purpose of making the 

contents of the instructions more practical and less vague. Instructional materials are also 

described as concrete or physical object which provide sound, visual or both to the sense 

organs during teaching (Agina-Obu, 2005). Thus, instructional materials could be regarded as 

the information dissemination devices used in the classroom for easy transfer of learning 

(Okwelle and Allagoa, 2014).  

The importance of instructional materials to teaching cannot be over-flogged. Agbulu 

and Wever (2011) posited that instructional materials are important because they are used for 

the transference of information from one individual to another, to help the teacher in 

extending his learner’s horizon of experience, stimulate learners’ interest and help both 

teachers and students to overcome physical limitations during the presentation of the subject 

matter, among others. Also, most educators generally and equally agree that the creative use of 

variety of instructional materials will increase the probability that student would learn more, 

retain better and bring about the skills they are expected to perform (Adewoyin in Olawale, 

2013).  

There are different classifications of instructional materials. The criteria for classifying 

these materials include the degree of expertise / technical skills needed for production, nature 

of the materials, physiological parameter or sensory modality, the place the material is 

produced and miscellaneous characteristics. Based on the foregoing, instructional materials 

are generally classified into three forms: Audio or aural instructional materials, visual 

instructional materials and audio-visual materials (Oladejo, Olosunde, Ojebisi & Isola, 2011; 

Odianwu & Azubike, in Olawale, 2013).  

Audio or aural instructional materials according to Okwelle and Allagoa (2014) are 

those devices that make use of the sense of hearing only, such as radio, audio tape recording 

and television; while visual instructional materials refer to the devices that appeal to the sense 

of sight only, such as the chalkboard, chart, slide, and filmstrip. On the other hand, audio visual 

materials are combination of devices which appeal to the sense of both hearing and seeing, like 

television, motion picture and computer. Printed materials include textual materials such as 

magazines, newspapers, journals as well as programmed learning materials that students read 

and memorize for understanding of entrepreneurial principles (Okwelle and Allagoa, 2014).  
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Furthermore, Okwelle and Allagoa (2014) suggested some strategies that will enhance 

effective competence in the selection, development and utilization of instructional materials for 

effective entrepreneurship education delivery in secondary schools. They are:  

i. Develop positive attitude towards the development and use of instructional materials in 

instructional delivery in schools.  

ii. The instructional objectives, content learning activities and evaluation instruments 

should be taken into consideration by the teacher in the selection, development and 

utilization of instructional materials. In other words, maintain appropriateness of the 

materials to instructional objectives.  

iii. Reflect individual differences of learners’ characteristics in the use of instructional 

materials. This is because the age, level, interest, socio-economic background, learning 

style, physical skills of the learner often varies and hence materials to be selected, 

developed and used should relate to the individual differences of the learner. This is 

necessary because learners as human beings learn through various senses and hence 

the resources/materials that appeal to more than one sense should essentially be 

utilized.  

iv. Economic factor should be considered in selecting instructional materials for use in 

lesson delivery. Finance is one of the major problems facing schools. Therefore, the 

teacher must consider the financial implications of the resource to be selected for 

classroom utilization. There are a lot of resources in the local neighborhood which 

innovative teachers can exploit for the benefit of their students.  

v. Before selecting or developing any resource, consideration should be given to the 

number of teaching/learning situations to which the resource can be applied. This is 

because it is more economical to buy or develop a material which has dual usage than 

the one that can be applied in a single learning situation. Therefore, acquisition of 

instructional materials having a wide range of practicability is essential.  

vi. The teachers should realize the need for improvisation if the cost of purchasing is high. 

Such improvisation is a way of increasing inquiry, curiosity, creativity and productive 

application of intellect.  

vii. Development or improvisation of instructional materials could also be done 

concurrently with the students – projects or group assignments in designing and 

manufacturing some gadgets of learning. This also promotes creativity among students.  

viii. Some dynamic variables such as the size of the target audience, the classroom 

social climate, sitting, viewing and listening arrangement, available time space, the 

desired level of learners’ response and participation are to be seriously considered in 

the decision of selection and development of instructional materials for use in 

entrepreneurship education lesson delivery.  

ix. Once an instructional material has been selected and developed, the teacher should 

preview the material before they are brought to the class to determine the operational 

state of the intended material, especially the manipulative aids, before the actual 

presentation. 

x. Multidimensional presentations should be encouraged as the use of variety of the 

materials will increase curiosity and may appeal to more than one sense of the learner.  
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xi. At the end of presentation with the instructional materials, outcomes should be 

measured in order to evaluate the effectiveness of instructional delivery through 

assessment.  

 

Computer as a Strategy for Effective Instructional Delivery of Entrepreneurship 

Education  

Computer is an electronic device which performs tasks such as calculation, electronic 

communication and data processing. Entrepreneurship education as a practical subject that 

has to do with skills acquisition can train young secondary school leavers on how to use their 

hands to do practical work such as carpentry, computer operation and photocopy, etc, as well 

as general business management. Hence, if its teaching and learning process is basically 

theorized, rather than collaborative, it becomes of little essence in the acquisition of relevant 

knowledge for future and useful living within society.  

Abimbola in Ogundipe (2012) defines computer as “an electronic device, which is 

manufactured to accept an ordered sequence of instruction given to it in an appropriate 

language and to carry out these instructions with great speed and accuracy. Sampath (1998) 

notes that the computer is a power-driven machine equipped with keyboards, electronic 

circuit, storage compartments and recording devices for high-speed performance of alpha 

numeric operations. The traditional teaching problems lie in the management of large classes, 

comprising many individual differences and the lack of any workable teaching method for 

individualized instructions to meet all needs. Even if instructional methods are adopted to suit 

smaller groups of students with smaller ability profiles, the teacher is humanly unable to 

actively monitor the progress being made by each student and to provide immediate feedback 

to teaching during the process of learning (Ogundipe, 2012). The one-to-one correspondence 

provided between the computer and the student on computer-assisted instruction can 

overcome some of the limitations students face during lesson delivery (Amoo, Ayodele and 

Egbonwon, 2000). Hence, the use of computer in teaching and learning could embody the best 

available professional judgment regarding diagnosis and the prescription of the subject matter 

areas, providing the teacher with a highly competent assistant to make routine instructional 

decisions.  

Abimbola (1998), Sampath (1992), Adewoyin (1999) and Abdullahi (2004) have 

identified four main uses of which computer can be put in the classroom situation. These are: 

(i) Computer Assisted Instruction (CAI), (ii) Computer Managed Instruction (CMF), (iii) 

Computer Based Instruction Stimulation (CBIS), and (iv) Problem Solving. Abimbola (1998), 

Goodland (2000) and Nwaboku (2002) have suggested different uses of computer as a 

powerful tool in teaching and learning. They include:  

i. Computer is interactive unlike books, films, radio and television: users’ response 

determines what happens next.  

ii. Computer is fun: students (human beings generally) love to respond to challenges 

and love to make things happen.  

iii. Computer has indefinite patience for learners to learn: it does not care how slowly 

the learner responds.  

iv. Computer as an instructional material does not put a learner down but gives positive 

reinforcement.  
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v. Computer can be used for privacy: mistakes made by a learner can be corrected, 

privately.  

vi. Computer can explain concept in a more interesting and understandable manner by 

means of animated material.  

vii. Computer has the ability to stimulate complex situations, and  

viii. Computer can be used as multimedia in teaching and learning.  

Through the use of computer in instructional delivery, teachers will not be teaching 

information but rather teaching students how to use information interactively. The value of 

teaching resources depends, to some extent, on teachers’ level of understanding of the skills 

and usage of computer to enable them exploit resources to their full potential (Becker, 2000).  

 

Lesson Plan Preparation as Instructional Strategy for Entrepreneurship Education  

Effective lesson delivery does not depend on the amount of effort the teacher makes in 

teaching but on the ability to make the learners want to learn. Every teacher who intends to 

teach something has to prepare an outline of his subject or topic in written form or at his 

cognitive level. That is known as lesson planning. According to Nkom (2008), teaching, as a 

mode of instruction, has to be dynamic, highly interactive and intimate. In the light of this, 

therefore, it needs careful preparation and delivery on the part of the teacher. The teacher 

regularly achieves the teaching objectives and processes in the form of lesson planning and 

delivery skills which make the teaching effective. Ilori (2005) is of the view that a teacher must 

be interested in and believe in what he is teaching. Due to this fact, lesson planning and 

delivery skills are basic skills every teacher needs in order to be efficient and produce good 

results.  

A lesson plan, according to Guidebook for LGEA Teachers (2009), can be described as “a 

written, structured, and logically sequenced guide that outlines what a teacher intends to teach 

and the learning process that will lead to pupils’ achievement of the objectives behind one’s 

teaching, all within an allotted time frame and in line with the principles of education”. Justin 

(2010) in his own definition defined lesson plan as “the formalized outline of a lesson”. A 

lesson plan is also defined by NTI (2006) as “a well thought-out, orderly and sequential 

arrangement of the lesson on paper”. It is important for every teacher to realize that lesson 

plans are necessary for all types of instructions. One can say it is the core of a successful lesson. 

It is the guideline by which the teacher teaches his lesson. When a particular lesson the teacher 

intends to deliver is well thought out and planned, the students in turn understand what is 

taught to them and will be able to reproduce same with ample expatiation of what is asked 

during assessment.  

In a study carried out by Maxwell, Falola, Ibidunni and Inelo (2014) it was reported that 

teacher training and development is an important and necessary requirement for the 

achievement of objectives of an effective entrepreneurship education program. All teacher 

respondents admitted that teacher training was very pertinent to the effectiveness and 

efficiency delivery of entrepreneurship education. However, the teachers confirmed that 

beyond their initial degree or teacher training qualification no form of workshop or training 

has been organized by the ministry of education as regards entrepreneurship education. The 

findings of that study validates that additional teacher training is required to facilitate the 

effective teaching of entrepreneurship education in secondary schools.  
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Conclusion  

The problem of unemployment has continued to be on the rise in Nigeria as students from the 

secondary school level were not given such training on entrepreneurial subjects and courses 

that will make them become self-reliant. The proactive and effective achievement of this kind 

of education hinges greatly on the type of specialized and skillful teachers who are at the centre 

of implementation, without which there is bound to be a backdrop of realization of expected 

objectives. Hence, effective instructional delivery of the subject is advocated to revitalize the 

issue of entrepreneurship for youth empowerment and national development in Nigeria.  
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