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Abstract 

The rising spate of insurgency in the 21st century is alarming. This menace seems to 

have been attributed to a kind of revolt on the injustices, frustrations, relative 

deprivations and ill treatments allegedly meted on the aggressors. To further probe this 

assertion, this study examines globalization and Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria. 

Data for the study was gathered from secondary sources such as textbooks, journals, 

periodicals, newspapers and other relevant publications. The Dependency theory is 

adopted as framework of analysis for the study. The theory defines a situation in which 

policy or life of a state or its citizens are exploitatively determined by an outside power 

or powers, usually through the simultaneous unequal socio-economic, political and 

cultural measures. The study discovers that contemporary globalization and its tool of 

information technology exacerbates and sustains Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria. 

The study recommends a review of the world economic order to correct the lopsided 

economic relationship between the developed and developing countries with a view to 

addressing the internal dynamics of insurgency. 
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Introduction 

Evolution of mankind from the ancient period through medieval to the modern times 

has left man in a struggle for survival without domination by fellow man, as evident in 

Hobbesian state of nature (John, 2000). There have thus been efforts to improve the 

living conditions of man. Global political and economic relations as witnessed today 

have gone through developmental trends and hiccups in an attempt by various 

international players to achieve favourable and stable economies (Ikpe, 2000). One of 

such trends is globalization which is basically a process of interaction and integration 

among the people, companies, and government of different nations driven by 

international trade and investment and aided by information technology (Okolie, 1999).  

Today, globalization is linking peoples’ lives more intensely and instantaneously 

than ever before. People everywhere are becoming connected and affected by events at 

far corners of the world (UNDP, 1999). There are new foreign exchange and capital 

markets linked globally, operating 24 hours a day with dealings at a distance being 

coordinated with information and communication technology. New information and 

communication technology tools, new actors (state and non-state), and new rules, such 

as multilateral agreements on trade, services and intellectual property backed by strong 
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enforcement mechanisms that are more binding for national governments, reducing the 

scope for national policy, have also emerged. 

Arguably, UNDP (1999), Okolie (1999), and Mule (2000) have divergent views on 

the subject matter of globalization. Supporters of globalization argue that it has the 

potential to make the world a better place to live in and solve some of the deep-seated 

problems like unemployment and poverty, free trade that reduces barriers such as 

tariffs, value-added taxes, subsidies and other economic barriers between nations. 

These proponents maintain that globalization represents free trade which promotes 

global economic growth, creates jobs, makes companies more competitive, and lowers 

prices for consumers. Competition between countries is supposed to drive prices down. 

It also provides poor countries, through infusions of foreign capital and technology, with 

the chance to develop economically, and, by spreading prosperity, creates the 

conditions in which democracy and respect for human rights may flourish.  

Conversely, as true and convincing as the supporters standpoint may appear, 

critics of globalization (Ake, 1981;  Oyejide, 1998; and Mule, 2000) strongly maintain 

that it is another ploy by the imperialists to further incorporate developing nations into 

the western capitalist orbit, citing the Breton Wood and Uruguay’s round trade 

conferences where world economic order and trade agreements were made without 

African representation which continually keeps the continent in an unequal trade 

relations with her European counterparts. The underlying complaint about 

globalization amongst these critics is that it has made the rich richer while making the 

poor poorer. Oyejide (1998) and Mule (2000) contend that trade relations between the 

industrialized nations, Africa and other undeveloped countries have been significantly 

marked as unequal due to the pangs of colonialism and imperialism and that more 

openness will lead to greater exploitation (Nnamchi, 2011). Multinational corporations 

are also accused of leveraging on the tools of globalization to exploit and influence 

policies of government of their host communities. Disappearing borders, free movement 

of people and the tools of information technology have allegedly encouraged arms 

proliferation and insecurity especially in developing nations such as Africa where 

poverty, unemployment and youth restiveness abound. 

Additionally, Schultz (1980), in Kingdom, & Orji (2015), portends that as good as 

globalization may be to the Western economy, it breeds poverty, insecurity and 

insurgency in Africa. As the world is gradually becoming a global village, security in 

Africa tends to worsen on a daily basis with rising cases of insurgencies and sectarian 

crises especially in Nigeria where Boko Haram (one of the deadliest terrorist groups in 

the world) holds sway. 

Boko Haram, a Muslim fundamentalist sect, which literally means western 

education is forbidden, became violent in 2009, when its crises and agitation escalated 

with bombings and attacks on everything within reach especially in north eastern 

Nigeria to the extent that it was declared a terrorist organization by the United State of 

America in 2014. From the foregoing, it becomes increasingly difficult for socio- 

economic activities to thrive under the present security threats that have enveloped 

Nigeria. 
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Given these factors, therefore, the antecedents or activities of Boko Haram as a 

dreaded terrorist organization become worrisome as it seems to be aggravated by the 

level of social and political decay in the country. Other factors could include the 

retarded development of the economy due to unequal trade relations between Nigeria 

and the West as occasioned by capitalism. Generally also, the availability of the tools of 

information communication technology (including the internet, cell phones, social 

media networks, etc.) which have allegedly aided the establishment of links with other 

insurgent groups around the world may all have continued to aid and sustain the 

activities of the sect in Nigeria.  

Consequently, this paper is saddled with the task of examining the role of 

globalization in the emergence and sustenance of Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria 

with a view to unveiling its implication for global peace and security. 

 

Theoretical Foundation 

There are several theoretical underpinnings that are suitable for this discourse but the 

dependency theory is more apt in explaining the relationship between globalization and 

the emergence and sustenance of insurgency in Nigeria.  

Dependency refers to a systematically subordinated status in relation with other 

states or actors. It defines a situation in which policy or life of a state or its citizens are 

exploitatively determined by an outside power or powers, usually through some 

simultaneous unequal socio-economic, political and cultural measures. Usually, it often 

occurs either as a successive policy to previous unequal (e.g. Colonial) ties or through 

the local agents of the foreign power who become willing tools of such policy. 

Dependency is a syndrome of the neocolonial system with the third world countries as 

unequal actors within the western dominated international capitalist system. 

Dependency means that development (economic, political, socio-cultural, scientific, etc.) 

in the former are helplessly contingent upon, even directly controlled by, those in the 

latter, who have adequate internal self sustaining mechanisms for development. 

Most dependency theorists regard international capitalism as the motive force 

behind dependency relationships. According to Frank (1972), the capitalist system has 

enforced a rigid international division of labor which is responsible for the 

underdevelopment of many areas of the world. The dependent states supply cheap 

minerals, agricultural commodities, and cheap labor, and also serve as the repositories 

of surplus capital, obsolescent technologies, and manufactured goods. These functions 

orient the economies of the dependent states toward the outside.  Money, goods, and 

services do flow into dependent states, but the allocations of these resources are 

determined by the economic interests of the dominant states, and not by the economic 

interests of the dependent state.  Frank (1972) also notes that dependency relation is 

not restricted to external relations but also transcends national boundaries, which 

manifests in the presence of national bourgeois who collude with metropolitan 

capitalists to frustrate development in their area. 

Similarly, Cohen, & John (1981), in Nekabiri (2000), posit that the theory of 

dependency is an attempt to explain, understand and, ultimately, change the difference 
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in the levels of development between the various areas of the international capitalist 

system. Nekabiri argues that these differences in the structure, exchange and 

accumulation between the developed capitalist states are seen neither as a result of 

natural differences in productivity between different areas nor as differences in 

technological and cultural levels. He, however, blames the differences on these factors: 

a. The early development of capitalist relations of production in West Europe, 

resulting by the sixteenth century in capitalism having become the dominant 

mode of production in the area. 

b. Capitalism’s need to expand the area from where its factors of production are 

drawn, within where its products are exchanged and surpluses realized and 

accumulated and to where their reproduction at high rates of profit can be 

directed. 

c. The linking together of areas where different levels of production, based on 

different modes of production prevail through the expansion and domination 

of capitalist production and its exploitation of less developed areas. 

d. The establishment in most cases of direct political control by the wealthier 

states over the poorer areas through various systems of colonialism. 

e. The development of a culture of dependency, that is, a set of attitudes, norms 

and ideas that facilitate the dominance of the less advanced areas by the 

more advanced ones encouraging assimilation for the comprador  groups and 

submissiveness of the peasants and proletariat group (Nekabiri, 2000). 

From the foregoing, therefore, dependency theorists generally blame the economic and 

political difficulties of the least developed countries such as Africa, on their contact with, 

and eventual incorporation into the global capitalist economy, where they are 

conditioned for the role of suppliers of basic raw materials and importers of capital 

goods, technology and machinery (Ake, 1981).  

Furthermore, the dependency theory also explains how the developed world 

impose their ideologies and norms on the underdeveloped to the extent of using the 

machineries of their multinational corporations and financial institutional policies to 

influence and sometimes compel their host states to imbibe their way of life. They also 

use these machineries to impose their local acolytes who act to their whims and 

caprices in positions of leaderships of the third world countries. This situation is 

otherwise referred to as imperialism. 

 

Boko Haram Insurgency and Globalization 

While globalization has been going on for centuries, its contemporary form is, according 

to Nye (2003), “thicker and quicker”. There is increment in interconnectedness as a 

result of the information revolution, the liberalization and expansion of international 

trade, decreased role of governments in business and finance, and the ease with which 

technology has assisted the transfer of funds across borders. Friedman (1999) cited in 

Addo (2003), therefore, argues that contemporary globalization goes farther, faster, 

cheaper, and deeper.  
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Mowlana (1998), Oyejide (1998), and Mule (2000) are of the view that 

globalization has serious negative implications for the world economy especially a 

dependent economy like Nigeria. They argue that globalization leads to increase in 

crime and insecurity due to advancement in information and communication 

technology. It also widens the gap between the rich and the poor in Africa as a 

consequence of the exploitation of multinational corporations. 

Furthermore, increasing insecurity and insurgency in Africa is suspected to be 

intertwined with globalization. Prior to globalization era, Africa had not been identified 

or associated with insurgencies. Instead, issues that are common place which bedeviled 

Africa were famine, drought, endemic poverty, diseases and other natural and man-

made disasters that undermine human security (Forest, & Giroux, 2011).  

Boko Haram insurgency allegedly sprang up in Nigeria as a result of the lopsided, 

selfish and myopic leadership provided by the governing elite overtime. There has been 

massive unemployment, youth restiveness, illiteracy, widened gap between the rich and 

the poor, political imbalance and marginalization, hence insurgency. Kola Ibrahim 

quoted by Lawal (2015), in tracing the root cause of Boko Haram insurgency reveals 

that Boko Haram and other various ethno-religious terrorist groups are offsprings of 

capitalism and imperialism, the current socioeconomic system embraced by Nigeria and 

their international principals, and not until this system is overthrown, all efforts at 

combating terrorism will only be tantamount to enclosing water in a basket. Even if the 

government manages to defeat Boko Haram under this current arrangement, it will only 

enthrone negative peace if the underlining causes of the conflict are not addressed. 

Smith (2011), also submits that Africa has been plagued for decades by 

insurgency which has root in the region due to mass poverty and underdevelopment. 

The region has been under the yolk of restrictive political regimes for years. He 

maintains that these problems are traceable to the continent’s unhealthy relationship 

with the West or industrialized nations which colonialism and globalization 

exacerbated. Smith reveals that significant amount of the region’s wealth has been 

funneled to groups that don’t care about the dire consequences on Africa. He further 

posits that what led to escalated insurgency in Africa is the continent’s relationship with 

the West and the strategic importance of the region as it borders the Gulf of Aden with 

the Strait of Hormuz, the most important shipping lane in the world. The gulf is where 

the majority of the world’s oil supply is shipped through. The countries that border 

these areas are actually the most volatile in the world. The Middle East and Yemen are 

homes of terrorist groups such as Al Qaeda, Al Shabab, etc. He concludes by saying that 

globalization has made insurgents spread their tentacles and base in Africa. 

 

Implications of Boko Haram Insurgency on Global Peace and Security 

The use of information technologies such as the internet, mobile phones and instant 

messages has extended the global reach of many terrorist groups. One very essential 

tool of globalization, the internet, is used by insurgents, jihadists and terrorist 

organization such as the Boko Haram as a tool for radicalization and recruitment (Pillar, 

2001, cited in Kingdom, & Orji, 2015). Evidence has shown that insurgent groups are 
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most times trained together and eventually form splinter groups with different names 

but the same ideology and motive. For instance, AQIM, Al Shabab, and Boko Haram are 

former allies and affiliates of Al Qaeda and always harvest globalization tools to 

maintain their interconnectedness making it difficult to tackle them from a standpoint. 

Psychologically, despite great number of lives and property lost to insurgency 

attacks, it traumatizes the people (mostly survivors) with fear and anxiety. The 

September 11 attack on U.S., the Kenyan Westgate Mall attack, strategic attacks in 

Nigeria, especially the notable Chibok girls abduction, and a recent blast that killed at 

least 22 people and injured 59 outside a concert arena filled with teenagers in central 

Manchester on 22nd May, 2017, which was described as the worst terrorist incident in 

the UK since 2005, left the survivors in great shock. The fear of insurgency and its 

perceived effects has consequences on national and global security and their terrible 

impacts remain immeasurable. 

Politically, modern globalization has made the world a village; therefore what 

happens in a country invariably affects another. It is germane to note that insurgency 

attacks have drastically reduced the political gains of the people of Nigeria both at state 

and federal levels. Security budgets at both federal and state levels have been increased 

to maintain law and order at the expense of other important sectors. The affected states 

have continued to suffer social exclusion in the scheme of things with debilitating 

consequences ahead for both the present and future generations. Moreover, Nigeria’s 

image at the diplomatic front has further deteriorated as she remains on the terrorist 

watch list of the UN and the United States. It will also be recalled that the American 

Government had asked her citizens not to go to some particular states in Nigeria like 

Borno, Yobe and Adamawa states (Aro, 2013). This tends to further stagnate Nigeria’s 

dependent economy thereby aggravating the insurgents. 

In addition, the economic impact of Boko Haram insurgency on global peace and 

security has been immediate and multifaceted. Because globalization has made it 

impossible for states to exist in isolation, terrorist incidents have economic 

consequences by diverting foreign direct investment (FDI), destroying infrastructure, 

redirecting public investment funds to security, or limiting trade. If a targeted country 

loses enough FDI and other aspects of trade relations, such country is bound to 

experience reduced economic growth. 

In terms of finance and investment, though direct and indirect loses are 

unquantifiable, a World Investment Report (WIR) of the United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD), estimated that the domestic economy lost more 

than a whopping N1.33 trillion Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), owing to the activities 

of Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria.  These conditions create fears thus making 

investment opportunities for investors narrow (Eme and Ibietan, 2012 in Omilisu 

2016). UNCTAD report indicates that, FDI flows to Nigeria declined from 

$8,554,841,000 in 2009 to $501,830 in 2016 (Tradingeconomics.com 2017). Since 

investors shy away from perceived target states or regions that are potential sources of 

insurgent activities, investments that would ordinarily benefit the economy of such 

states or regions are lost. For example, food security in the West African sub region has 
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been undermined. Other instances also include the fish market in Borno, the beans 

market in Yobe which have been destroyed by insurgents. Besides, other staple foods 

like onions, pepper, maize, rice, livestock and other crops that are produced in export 

quantities have been jettisoned owing to Boko Haram menace. The popular Baga fish 

and other markets have been attacked and forced to shut down. Indeed numerous other 

businesses have had to be shut down in these affected areas. The overall effect on food 

security in Nigeria and her immediate neighbours is unprecedented as food prices have 

galloped in Nigeria and other parts of Africa. 

Furthermore, the exploitative dispositions of the advanced western states 

encourage the rise of insurgency. Abayomi (2015), in his submission on the activities of 

Boko Haram in Nigeria, exposes how the imperialistic relationship between the West 

and Africa especially the United States encouraged Boko Haram insurgency. He 

disclosed how USA sabotaged the fight against insurgency in Nigeria by frustrating her 

effort to procure arms from the state of Israel after failing to sell arms to Nigeria. He 

further quoted recent reports in a leading Nigerian newspaper which indicate that 

Washington is not cooperating in the war against Boko Haram but is actually sabotaging 

the government because of unfavourable domestic policies in Nigeria, especially her 

standpoint on gay marriage.  

Boko Haram insurgency has in no small measure ravaged Nigeria and indeed 

threatened global peace and security. Foreign investors have been discouraged from 

making investments in the region. President Muhammadu Buhari, the incumbent 

President of Nigeria is making effort to bring back life to the North East zone of the 

country. On a fact finding tour embarked upon by government officials, it was gathered 

that the sum of $9 billion is required to rebuild the zone and to this effect North East 

Development Commission (NEDC) has been instituted (this fact in no small way reveals 

the magnitude of damage and destruction). International agencies have indicated their 

interest to assist Nigeria. USAID promised $240 million, while the World Bank pledged 

$800 million (Premium Times, 2016). 

 

Conclusion   

The dangerous dimension of the insecurity challenge posed by Boko Haram has 

constituted a serious threat to national security and global peace. The group with little 

or no provocation continues to unleash incessant suicide bombings and all sorts of 

attacks in the northern parts of the country. Consequently, lives and property are lost, 

while business ventures and shops remain closed. Most regrettably, the attacks have 

continued despite additional efforts being made by the present administration of 

President Muhammadu Buhari to curb the menace. Sani (2015) rightly notes that when 

you refuse to invest in social security, you must invariably invest in national security. 

Therefore, erosion of sovereignty, imposition of alien cultural values, unfavourable 

economic policies, unemployment, youth restiveness, prebendalism and other acolytes 

of globalization aggravated Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria.  
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Recommendations   

a. There should be partnership and collaboration with the international community 

in addressing the Boko Haram insurgency. Terrorism is a global phenomenon; 

therefore, it should form one of the cardinal foreign policy objectives of the 

government. Regional cooperation amongst African neighbours should also be 

strengthened.  

b. A critical review of the present world economic order should be sought, to 

address the lopsided economic relationship between the developed and 

developing countries. This will address the internal dynamics of insurgencies 

especially in developing countries. 

c. Insurgency, generally, whether it is state-sponsored or otherwise, is a form of 

agitation; therefore, this paper recommends that the world apex organization, 

the United Nations, should as a matter of expediency address regional and sub 

regional aggression and agitation against undue influence and interference of 

global powers on what should ordinarily be a domestic affair of sovereign states, 

especially in political and economic matters. This will definitely address certain 

opposition to world peace and security. 
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