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Abstract 

Apart from corruption, Boko Haram insurgency appears to be one of the greatest social 

problems facing the country today. The sect whose ultimate goal is to overthrow the 

Nigerian government and create an Islamic state has an ideology that is averse to 

Western education and anything it represents. To achieve its goal it has waged war 

aimed at eroding the credibility and legitimacy of the Nigerian government. Since its 

violent phase started in 2009 over 800 deaths have been recorded, about 1.7 million 

people have been displaced; 83 children have been used as ‘human bombs’ while it’s 

operations has crippled the socio-economic activities in the North-East zone of Nigeria. 

The Federal Government of Nigeria has so far spent over N4billion on resolving the 

humanitarian crises arising from the activities of the sect group. The aim of this paper 

therefore, is to unearth the causes of the Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria, discuss its 

effects on both national and global peace and development. The paper suggests that the 

first step in winning the war is by first finding solutions to the root causes of the 

problem. The paper concludes that the use of dialogue, carrots and intelligence 

application may have more explanatory value than the continued use of force (sticks). 

 

Introduction 

The evolution of Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria dates back to 1995 when a group 

which operated under the name Shabaab, that is, Muslim Youth Organization under the 

leadership of Mallam Lawal Abubakar emerged in the North-East geo-political zone. The 

sect’s teaching emerged as ‘Ahlulsunna Wal’jama’ah Hijra’. It evolved from the remnants 

of the Taliban that operated in parts of the Yobe State (Echendu, 2012). At this time 

which could be termed the embroyonic stage, the sect was bent on enforcing Sharia law 

across Northern Nigeria and dissuading Muslims from embracing Western education. 

The sect at this time carried out its activities in a peaceful manner. 

When Lawal left Nigeria to further his education in the University of Madina, 

Saudi Arabia, he handed over the leadership of the sect to Mohammed Yusuf of the 

Yussfuya sect. Yusuf’s leadership initially was peaceful but it later turned violent. This 

happened when he allegedly opened the group to political influence and popularity. For 

instance, he entered into an unhealthy romance with Governor Ali Modu Sheriff. Based 

on this romance the group helped the Governor during his electioneering campaign. 

This assistance was, however, based on an unwritten agreement that on winning the 

election the group would be allowed to Islamize Borno State. This was not to be and 

Sheriff’s obstinacy towards Islamization of Borno State irked the group to become anti-
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government (Ezenwile, Anazodo, & Chidolue, 2015). The relationship of the two parties 

became soiled and there was no more trust. Under this sour relationship and suspicious 

situation coupled with the threat of carrying out ‘Jihadi’ operation that only Allah can 

stop, Yusuf was arrested, detained and later killed extra-judicially in police custody. 

This, to a large extent, marked the introduction of terror which is deeper in tactics, 

strategy and sophistication by the Jama‘alu alhus Sunnah otherwise called Boko Haram 

(Afaha, 2014). This violent aspect of Boko Haram insurgency has no doubt affected the 

entire North-East geo-political zone especially Borno, Adamawa, and Yobe states. Many 

people have been displaced from their homes, many killed while properties worth 

billions of Naira have been lost. This no doubt has affected the credibility and legitimacy 

of the government that have now lost the confidence of the citizens. 

 

The Meaning of Insurgency 

According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, insurgency “is an attempt to take 

control of a country by force”, while insurgent “is a person fighting against the 

government or armed forces of his own country”. Chaturvedi (2006) in his academic 

dictionary of political science defines insurgency as “an action or a concerted agitation 

by a group in the form of uprising against a constitutionally formed government”. It 

does not amount to a rebellion or a revolution or a civil war but is an armed act to 

dislodge or disbalance the existing government. To Nagl, Petraeous, Amos, & Sewall 

(2006) of the United States Department of Defence (DOD), insurgency is “an organized 

movement aimed at the overthrow of a constituted government through use of 

subversion and armed conflict”. Tomes (2004) defines insurgency “as an interlocking 

system of actions political, economical, psychological, military etc that aims at the 

(insurgent intended) overthrow of the established authority in a country and its 

replacement by another regime”. According to him insurgents differ in their use of 

tactics and methods but generally four elements typically encompass an insurgency. 

They are: 

(a) Cell-networks that maintain secrecy. 

(b) Terrorism used to foster insecurity among the population and drive them to the 

insurgents for protection. 

(c) Multifaceted attempt to cultivate support in the general population, often by 

undermining the new regime. 

(d) Attacks against the government. 

Insurgency can, however, be defined as an organized rebellion or uprising designed to 

erode the credibility and legitimacy of government in power through guerilla warfare, 

terrorism and/or subversion so as to achieve religious, political, economic or social 

objectives. For insurgents to achieve their objectives, they attempt to make the 

government appear incapable of protecting lives and properties of the citizens and 

subsequently lose the people’s confidence. 

Insurgent groups make use of terrorism for they recognize that completed acts of 

terrorism widen the security gap on which they can act. Insurgencies are more 
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permanent in nature than terrorism. Many countries of the world had in the past been 

subjected to insurgent activities; for instance, the Malayan insurgency, as well as the 

Northern Ireland insurgency in Birtain. Others are the insurgencies in Philippines; 

Indonesia, Afghanistan, North East India, Yemen, Djiboutic, Colombia, Sri Lanka, 

Democratic Republic of Congo etc. Each had different specifics but shared the property 

of an attempt to disrupt the central government by means considered illegal by the 

government (Anderson, 2007). 

 

Meaning of Boko Haram 

Boko Haram is a combination of the Hausa word boko which figuratively means 

“Western education” and literally when translated to English means ‘book’, and the 

Arabian word haram, which figuratively means ‘sin’ and literally in English means 

‘forbidden or not permitted by Muslim religious laws’. The sect got the name due to its 

strong opposition to anything Western which to then could affect the purity of the 

Muslim religion or corrupt the adherents of the Muslim religion. Boko Haram 

insurgency is, not strictly speaking, pursuing religious objectives. This is in view of 

thousands of Muslims that had in the past been killed by the sect group as well as many 

mosques that had been burnt since its inception. 

Equally, Boko Haram ‘war’ is not an ethnic war. This is because the sect attacks 

all ethnic groups. The question which continues to agitate the minds of commentators is 

whether Boko Haram is politically motivated? The answer here is probably yes because 

the aim of the group is to abolish the secular state so as to replace it with an Islamic one 

(Uchendu, 2012). It is an organized movement that has a clear cause of overthrowing a 

constituted government. According to Momah (2013) “the sect seeks to enthrone an 

Islamic (Sharia) government in the whole of Northern Nigeria”. To achieve its goal 

(aims), the sect devices means capable of eroding the credibility and legitimacy of the 

government. The truth, however, is that the Boko Haram ‘war’ is against the Nigerian 

government that has created poverty, neglect, unemployment, deprivation, injustice, 

failed leadership, corruption, etc. It is a war against capitalism, its products and by-

products. It is a war against Muslim establishment which it accused of abusing and 

diluting Islamic doctrines. It is a war against Western education and anything it 

represents. 

 

The Ideology of Boko Haram 

Boko Haram has a set of beliefs that influences the way the adherent behave. They have 

set of ideas and values they hold about the Nigerian society and the role of politics, 

Muslim establishment, and the Nigerian government therein. To them, there are some 

imperfections on the part of the Muslim establishment as well as the government on the 

way Islam should be practiced. To them, these imperfections arise possibly from 

interactions with the Western World and such imperfections should be stopped. They 

therefore frown at the activities of the orthodox Islamic scholars (Bartolotta, 2011). 
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The fundamental ideology of the sect is that western education is forbidden. This 

ideology is averse to Western education and anything it represents. There is a sort of 

confusion in this ideology. This is because there is an element of paradox in their ideas 

and claims. It is paradoxical that the sect that frowns at anything that relates to Western 

education embraces Western education through the back door. A critical analysis of the 

life of the late leader, Mohammed Yusuf shows that his life never reflected his teachings. 

According to Babajidesalu cited in (Uchendu, 2012) Mohammed Yusuf was educated in 

Western traditions and spoke English language. He lived lavishly and owned a legion of 

high class cars that included Mercedez-Benze cars and jeeps. His children went to good 

Western education schools. To be noted also is that while the sect frowns at anything 

Western education and civilization, it continued to patronize products that came from 

Europe and America such as military hardwares, various commodities, skills and 

technologies, etc (Ugwuoke, 2015). 

 

Theoretical Framework 

For a proper analysis of Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria, it is necessary to have a 

theoretical framework that will guide us. Here the Marxist theory formulated by Karl 

Marx and Friedrich Engels will be useful. Central to the underlying assumptions of the 

Marxist theory are: 

(a) That the society is always directed by social and historical forces; as such it is 

always in conflict and change. 

(b) That the state is not for the common good of the citizens, rather, being an 

executive committee of the bourgeoise; it is nothing more than an oppression of one 

class by another. 

(c) That conflict is normally built into the particular ways societies are structured 

and organized. Consequently, the theory looks at social problems such as political and 

economic exclusion, injustice, poverty, deprivation, unemployment, disease, inequality, 

exploitation, alienation etc, as sources of conflict (Best, 2012). The implication of all 

these problems, just as the proponents of the failed state theory would say, is that the 

government at all levels has abdicated on its duties and responsibilities to the people on 

several grounds. Government has breached the social contract it entered with the 

citizens by failing to address the critical social problems in the region. For instance, past 

administrations in North East region of Nigeria could not lift the people out of poverty, 

they were not even educated (Sani, 2015). Besides, there is high rate of neglect and 

unemployment in the region and this has given rise to dejection, frustration, 

desperation as well as dependency on the family members and friends (Shuaibu and 

Salleh, 2015). The people are now fighting for their rights, they want the social 

disequilibrium be restored and remedied so that they stop being excluded from things 

that are typically available to others. Specifically, they want the government to urgently 

address the issue of illiteracy, unemployment, poverty, alienation, exploitation, 

corruption, imbalance in distribution of resources etc.  
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Historical Development of Boko Haram 

The historical development of Boko Haram insurgency in North Eastern Nigeria can be 

divided into two phases: the peaceful phase and the violent phase. 

 

The Peaceful Phase 

This can be termed the embryonic phase. It started from 1995 when Lawal Mohammed 

was the leader to the era prior to the time Mohammed Yusuf was killed by security 

forces on 28th July, 2009. At this stage emphasis was on its ideology which is to the 

effect that Western education is forbidden and therefore any interaction with the 

Western World should be frowned at. At this stage also, there was support for 

opposition to government and the Muslim establishment. The sect opposes government 

because of high rate of poverty, unemployment, poor governance, alienation, 

exploitation, corruption, nepotism etc. On the other hand it opposes the Muslim 

establishment because to them the Islamic doctrines have been massively abused and, 

therefore, if not checked may got diluted. 

It was during this phase that Mohammed Yusuf (1970-2009), a radical Islamic 

zealot from Yobe State Nigeria, set up a religious complex called Markez following his 

expulsion from two mosques in Maiduguri by Muslim clerics for propagating radical 

views (Shaibu and Salleh, 2015). The establishment of a religious complex that included 

a Mosque and a school was to ensure that many poor Muslim families from within and 

outside the country who were hitherto denied pure Muslim teachings and education get 

enrolled there. The centre had ulterior political goals. Its ultimate goal was to overthrow 

the Nigerian government and create an Islamic state (Achebe, 2012).  To achieve the 

goal the centre was later used as a recruiting ground for future jihadists to fight the 

state (Chothia, 2012).  The group included members who came from neighbouring Chad 

and Niger Republic and speak only Arabic.  In the year 2004, the complex was re-located 

to Yusuf’s home state, Yobe, in the village called Kanamma near the Niger border. 

 

The Violent Phase 

The violent phase of Boko Haram started in 2009. By this time Malam Lawal the original 

leader of the sect (from 1995) had travelled out of the country to further his education.  

The person who assumed the leadership of the sect was Mohammad Yusuf, a radical 

Islamic cleric who thought that a better approach to achieving the group’s goal would be 

to adopt the Maitatsine formula. It was against this background that his leadership 

allegedly opened the group to political influences and popularity (Chothia, 2012). Three 

factors made the group stop conducting its affairs peacefully and to embrace violent 

activities.  First, the former Governor, Modu Sheriff’s obstinacy towards the Islamization 

of Bornu state after the Sect assisted him to win election in 2003.  His behavior was not 

only seen as treachery but equally as a breach of contract.  Secondly, the offensive attack 

launched by the Nigerian Army on 28th July 2009, in response to the threat of ‘Jihadi’ 

operation by the Islamic sect was another factor that led to the sect turning violent.  
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Thirdly, the arrest and subsequent killing of the leader of the group (Mohammad Yusuf) 

while in police custody. 

Following the death of Yusuf there was some sort of cease-fire. This was, 

however, not to be because the group re-emerged in 2010 under the new leadership of 

Abubakar Shekau.  Since the rise of the new leader the brand of terror introduced by the 

Islamic sect appeared to have grown deeper in strategy and sophistication than it was at 

the beginning. Its underlining ideology which forbids Western education has now taken 

a new dimension. Today, people irrespective of ethnic group, religion or nationality are 

massacred anyhow. The attacks from the sect have increased both in frequency and 

intensity. For instance, on December 25, 2011, St. Patrick Catholic Church, Madalla, 

Niger State, was attacked. Many sophisticated weapons are used. Presently, the sect has 

thousands of foot soldiers and sympathizers in its employ with hugely expanding cells 

across most parts of the North-East geo-political zone (Afaha, 2014). 

Since 2009, Boko Haram sect is known to destructively attack churches, tertiary 

institutions, primary and secondary schools, markets, churches, motor parks, police 

stations, private and public owned facilities.  They have been applying many tactics such 

as: terror, guerilla warfare, kidnapping, use of suicide bombers.  According to the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), “since January 1, 2017; 83 children have been used 

as “human bombs’, 1.7 million people displaced while about 450 children are presently 

at the risk of severe malnutrition in the region” (Otokpa, 2017). 

 

Causes of Boko Haram Insurgency 

The possible causes of Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria are hereunder listed and 

discussed. 

a) Lack of Good Governance 

Lack of good governance has been identified as one of the causes of Boko Haram.  This is 

because of the failure on the part of the government to provide the necessary needs of 

the people, which include water, food, security, shelter, good roads, public health, 

education, employment etc. Experience has shown that the leadership usually loses 

public confidence where there is capacity gap or what Temlong (2017) referred to as 

“deficit of good governance”. According to Sani (2015), “there is a disconnect between 

government and the governed; there is a growing gap between the leader and the led 

which has created a vacuum, and this has made it possible for violent extremists to take 

over the vacuum and propagate their murderous ideology”. What this point to is that 

probably the Nigerian leadership has failed in its duty of providing good governance 

since it cannot perform its duties on several levels (Achebe, 2012). For instance the 

kidnapping of Chibok girls from their school on 14th April 2014 shows that the 

government has failed in its duty of protecting lives and properties. The above point 

was also corroborated by Temlong (2017) who submits that “our inability to get it right 

(i.e. good governance) will see more insurgent groups coming up”. 
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b) Manipulation of Islamic Teachings 

This is a very strong factor which has to do with religious realities. According to Sani 

(2015) “those who took up to the part of extremism sow its seed from manipulating and 

distorting religious teachings” so as to be seen as ‘born again Muslims’. In a bid to purify 

Islamic doctrines, teachings and be labeled ‘born again Muslims’ the group ended up 

misinterpreting some parts of Islamic teachings which they consider interaction with 

Western society, and a sin. Consequently, the group became anti orthodox to Islamic 

scholars’ activites (Bartolotta, 2011). They mix up issues or bring something that is not 

supposed to be there. For instance, the sect promotes a radical form of Islam which 

makes it “haram” or forbidden for Muslims to take part in any political or social 

activities in the society. This includes voting in election, wearing of shirts and trousers 

or receiving secular education (BBC News Africa, cited in Rowland, 2015). 

 

c) Capitalism 

The Nigerian nation inherited capitalism (an economic system based on private 

ownership of the means of production) from Britain, the former colonial master. In a 

capitalist economy the capitalist mode of production polarizes into a very small group of 

people who monopolize the available means of production, leaving the vast majority 

who essentially have no means of production but have labour power (Ake, 2008).  This 

uneven distribution of the means of production has far reaching implications in that it 

gives rise to class relations of the bourgeois and the proletariat. This type of 

relationship, according to Sani (2015), “breeds terrorism because of institutionalized 

master-servant relationship therein”. Consequently, you have a system that is unjust, 

unfair and unconcerned about the state of the poor which directly or indirectly creates a 

ground for people to take desperate measures to survive. Achebe (2012) succinctly 

supports the above line of thought and asserts that “economic deprivation and 

corruption produce and exacerbate financial and social inequalities in a population, 

which in turn fuel political instability”.  It is under this type of situation that extremists 

of all kinds recruit supporters who help them fight the government as well as the 

citizens. 

 

d) Under-Development of the North by Past Administrations 

The states in the North East geo-political zone of Nigeria are under-developed when we 

talk of socio-economic developments. To Sani (2015), “under-development of the North 

by previous administrations is another factor that has given rise to the insurgency in the 

North-East Nigeria. Expatiating on the above, he asserts that “it is very clear that 

governments in the past have not used the opportunity of power to educate the region, 

to develop the region, to lift the people out of poverty”.  The saying that a hungry man is 

an angry man comes to play here. The situation in North-Eastern Nigeria where about 

90% of the citizens are very poor makes them fight for survival so as to probably have 

another alternative that can put food on their table. 
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e) Poor Security in the Country 

Insurgencies, according to Eizenstat (2005), grow out of “gaps”, and one of such “gaps” 

is security lacuna that may be created in a country from time to time.  The leadership of 

the country should be able to protect the citizens from internal and external threats.  

Where a government cannot guarantee the security of its citizens, a capacity gap 

(lacuna) will be created.  Where this gap is not urgently closed the result may be loss of 

public confidence which in turn may give rise to either socio-economic crises or political 

upheaval. This, to a large extent, explains the existent of Boko Harma insurgency in 

Nigeria.  

 

f) Unemployment 

There is high degree of massive unemployment in the region. It is one of the problems 

tormenting the youths and where not addressed gives rise to chronic poverty, 

restiveness and loss of confidence on the leadership. The unemployed youths are 

always vulnerable to the antics and beckons of the Boko Haram high command and as 

such could be recruited at will. 

 

g) Human Rights Abuse 

Where you violate the fundamental human rights of your citizens all you are 

encouraging is act of lawlessness (Sani, 2015). To a large extent the root cause of the 

violent phase of Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria was triggered by the killing of  

Mohammed Yusuf out of the confines of the law (extra-judicially). This could be seen 

from the fact that since 2009, Boko Haram has been driven by a desire for vengeance 

against politicians, police and Islamic authorities for their role in a brutal suppression of 

the group that year (Walker, 2012). 

 

The Effects of Boko Haram Insurgency in North East Geo-Political Zone of Nigeria 

The menace of Boko Haram insurgency on the North East geo-political zone has far 

reaching consequences not only for the people of the region but the entire nation.  Here, 

its effect on educational, socio-economic and political aspects of the region will be 

discussed. 

 

(i) Effects on Education Sector 

From 2009 when Boko Haram became violent, its activities have jeopardized the 

achievement of educational goals. The menace of the sect has become an obstacle to 

educational development (Awortu, 2015). The evidence of this assertion can be seen 

from the attacks on staff and students of educational institutions. Over time, many 

educational institutions have shut down their academic programmes because of the 

activities of the Boko Haram sect. For instance, the students of Federal Government 

College, Buni Yadi, were attacked while they slept. Equally, on April 14th 2014, the sect 

kidnapped nearly 270 students from Government Girls’ Secondary School, Chibok, 

leading to the closure of the schools. 
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 According to the Amnesty International as well as Human Right watch, about 

1500 schools have been destroyed in the North East zone of Nigeria including 52 

schools in Borno State alone (New Telegraph Editorial, Monday July 10, 2017). From 

January to June 2017, the University of Maiduguri was heavily attacked by the sect. For 

instance, the deadly attack of January 16, 2017 in the city of Maiduguri at the junior staff 

Quarter’s Mosque claimed the life of Professor Aliyu Mani, Director of the University’s 

Veterinary Teaching Hospital.  Again, five lecturers were among those killed while three 

lecturers were held hostage when the sect attacked geologists who were on an oil 

exploration exercise at Lake Chad Basin in Magumeri Local Government Area of Borno 

State (Daily Sun, Friday, July 28, 2017). The admission figures of students at the 

University of Maiduguri have been dropping since the insurgency started (Ewuzie, 

2017). Boko Haram insurgency has also given rise to brain drain as most qualified 

teachers, administrators, academics, etc., flee from the war-zone. This has led to the 

dearth of highly qualified manpower in the zone. This no doubt has affected research, 

teaching and learning as well as accreditation of programmes and courses. Related to 

this is the danger posed to the National Youth Service Corps scheme by the activities of 

the sect. Today, the corps members posted to North East zone frown at such postings 

and would request that they be re-posted to other safe areas. 

 

(ii) Effect on Socio-Economic Activities 

To a large extent, the sect’s operations have crippled the socio-economic activities in the 

affected areas. This could be seen from the massive destruction of infrastructure, 

attacks on markets, motor parks, and other businesses all of which have sent many 

people back to their states of origin or re-locate to other states.  This has not only led to 

displacement of people but has also brought down incomes while poverty levels were 

increased. The degree of displacement could be seen from the report from the United 

Nations (UN) which reveal that more than six (6) million Nigerians have been affected 

by the conflict between Boko Haram and the Nigerian Government; over 1.7million 

persons are said to have been displaced while about 450 children are presently at the 

risk of severe malnutrition in the region (Otukpa, 2017). According to the United 

Nations (UN) Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), “Boko Haram insurgency in the 

North East Zone of Nigeria has not only ravaged the economic lives of the state but has 

also prevented farmers from planting or harvesting crops for many years now” (as cited 

in New Telegraph Friday, June 30, 2017). 

 

(iii) Effects on Political Development of the Area  

The activities of Boko Haram insurgency have also affected the area politically.  

Governance has been terribly affected and from all indications the citizens have lost 

confidence on their leaders. The continued Boko Haram attacks have led to 

humanitarian crises, human right abuses, population displacement as well as refugee 

debacle (Ezenwile et al, 2015). This, in turn, has helped to erode the credibility and 
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legitimacy of the government as it is now perceived as being incapable to protect lives 

and property of the citizenry.   

 

Implication for Global Peace, Development and Progress in the 21st Century 

Adenyi (2016) defines peace “as the absence of war, fear, conflict, anxiety, suffering, 

violence and about peaceful co-existence”. Peace can also be seen as a situation 

characterized by the absence of war or threat of war, violence, conflict, phobia, freedom 

from civil or any other type of disturbance, rebellion, insurrection etc. It aims is to 

create and maintain a just order in society and also resolve conflict by non-violent 

means. The implication of Boko Haram insurgency to global peace, development, 

progress vis-à-vis the theoretical framework stated earlier in this paper is as follows.  

The Boko Haram insurgency occurs because the sect revolts against social problems 

such as political and economic exclusions, poverty, rampant corruption, unemployment, 

deprivation, alienation, exploitation, illiteracy, economic marginalization, unequal 

distribution of resources etc. The revolt leads to widespread disaffection which erodes 

the credibility and legitimacy of the government. It, thus, poses serious threat to 

national security in Nigeria and also affects world peace and stability. This is because 

localized societal conflict usually has serious effects on global peace and development.   

The violent activities of the sect have affected global peace and development in 

the following aspects. (a) It has negatively affected the relationship between Nigeria and 

other nations of the world. (b) It scares foreign investors who are no more sure of their 

investments. (c) World peace is endangered and this has led the United Nations (UN) to 

black-list Nigeria as a terrorist country (Omankihlena and Babajide, 2012 cited in 

Awortu, 2015). 

 

Recommendations 

Having traced the history of Boko Haram insurgency, identified its causes and noted the 

effects, the researcher hereby recommends as follows: 

1. That there is need for a living wage (and not a minimum wage) scheme to be put 

in place for all public servants. A situation where a legislator earns more than 

N5million a month and the sum of N18,000.00 is the minimum wage of a worker 

in the same country is unfair and capable of breeding rebellion. 

2. That government at all levels should take urgent steps towards addressing socio-

economic problems.  They should be proactive and responsive to the needs of the 

citizens.   

3. That, to eliminate insurgency, there is the need to dismantle through peaceful 

democratic process the present political system and also banish the cult of 

mediocrity that runs it (Achebe, 2012).   

4. That the ruling class should show transparency by leading by example. They 

should frown at corruption, injustice, double standard, exploitation, nepotism, 

cheating, domination etc. They should always act within the confines of the rule 

of law. 
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5. That government should create a forum where various groups in the country will 

dialogue and air their views concerning governance as well as other critical 

national issues.   

6. That government should as a matter of urgency ban Muslim women from 

wearing hijabs since it aids suicide bombers. 

7. That, to forestall further bombardment of our educational institutions as well as 

stop further kidnapping of students, the various school managements in our 

educational institutions should liaise with other stakeholders like Parents 

Teachers Association (PTA) to build high perimeter fences and also set up 

security committees. Armed security men should guide the institutions twenty 

hours while anti bomb devices should be put in place.   

8. That free education should be provided for the people at primary and post 

primary levels. This is important, for, according to Confucius, “Education breeds 

confidence; confidence breeds hope; hope breeds peace”. 

 

Conclusion 

For some years now, members of ‘Jama’atu Ahis Sunna Lidda – awati wal-Jihad’ (which, 

in English, means ‘People committed to the propagation of the prophet’s teaching and 

Jihad’) have constituted a serious challenge to the people of North Eastern Nigeria. Their 

activities so far have jeopardized the peace and development of the region. This is 

because they have paralysed the socio-economic activities of the area, made the country 

unattractive for investment and tourism, created refugee crises and equally led to loss 

of revenue to the government, while funds meant for infrastructural development are 

channeled to the prosecution of the war. As of today, the root causes of the insurgency 

are yet to be addressed. It is our view that government should address the root causes 

of the problem and then explore other ways, probably the use of dialogue and 

discontinuation of the application of force. Carrots should be used where desirable and 

not sticks. Again, there is the need for more intelligence application than physical 

combat. 
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