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Abstract 

The problem in the Niger Delta borders on who controls the oil wealth. The Federal 

Government that controls the oil sector could not solve the consequential problems 

facing the region due to the nature and character of the Nigerian state, as well as the 

asymmetrical capital and technological relationship between the multinational oil 

companies and the Nigeria government. In 2009, the government of President Yar’ 

Adua introduced amnesty programme in which militants in the Niger Delta were given 

an opportunity to surrender their arms so as to reduce the unrest in the region and 

accelerate economic development of Nigeria. In return for accepting the amnesty offer, 

the Federal Government embarked on a number of activities aimed at rehabilitating, 

demobilizing and reintegrating the ex-militants. This study, therefore, investigates the 

impact of oil politics on the implementation of the Amnesty programme. Utilizing the 

Marxian political economy theory, survey and documentary methods, and content 

analysis, the study noted that the implementation of disarmament programme has led 

to the increase in oil production in Nigeria. The study also observed that the 

implementation of demobilization programme has enhanced security situation in the 

Niger Delta. The study recommends, among others, that the Federal Government 

should endeavour to establish National Minorities Commission and the Niger Delta 

Infrastructure Intervention Development Fund to complement the implementation of 

the Amnesty programme. 
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Introduction  

By geo-political definition, the Niger Delta comprises six states of the South-South 

namely: Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River, Delta, Edo, and Rivers; and three others - 

Ondo (South Western Nigeria), Abia and Imo States (South East). Together, these 

states are referred to as oil producing states. The region is blessed with a large 

concentration of oil deposits, fertile agricultural land, forest, rivers, creeks and coastal 

waters teaming with fish and sundry water creatures. There are no fewer than 19 oil 

companies producing from about 150 oil fields, ninety percent of which is domiciled in 

Niger Delta (Okonta & Douglas, 2001). 

 

Since the discovery of oil in commercial quantity by Shell in Olobiri, a community in 

the present day Bayelsa State in 1956, revenue from the sale of oil mined in the Niger 

Delta region is said to account for “95 percent of the country’s foreign exchange 

earnings and about one-fourth of her gross domestic products” (Okonta & Douglas, 

2001, p. 18). On account of this, Nigeria was ranked the world’s twelfth biggest 

producer of crude oil, and one of the leading crude oil producers in Africa (EIA, 2009).   

 

In the light of the foregoing, it was expected that oil exploration and exploitation 

would bring economic prosperity to the region. Unfortunately, it appears to have 

brought a curse instead of economic prosperity to the people of the region. According 

to Ibeanu and Luckdham (2006) Niger Delta has remained one of the most 

impoverished and underdeveloped part of the country with 70 percent of the 

inhabitants still living a rural and subsistent existence characterized by a total absence 

of such basic infrastructural facilities as pipe borne water, accessible roads. Ibeanu 

and Luckdham further observed that the people of the region have persistently 

suffered from debilitating poverty, malnutrition and diseases, within their 

environment, which constitute their major source of livelihood, negatively affected by 

the incessant excessive oil spillage. Rather than development, oil exploration and 

exploitation has deepened poverty and undermined development in the region. 

Exploitation of crude oil and natural gas in the Niger Delta has equally caused 

irredeemable ecological devastation to the Niger Delta land over the years. 

 

The unwholesome living condition of the people of the Niger Delta in the face of rapid 

increase in oil wealth set the stage for the resurgence of militants who see it as the 

legitimate exercise of their rights to demand for both infrastructural and human 

development from the oil companies that have benefited so much from their land. 

Their anger is that despite the fact that oil mined from their backyard constitutes over 
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90 percent of Nigerian foreign exchange, the activities of the multinational oil 

companies (MNCs), in connivance with the Federal Government of Nigeria, make life 

miserable for the inhabitants. In response, the Nigeria government initially adopted 

non-violent approach to contain the lingering agitation by militants in the Niger Delta. 

It introduced the Oil Mineral Producing Area Development Commission (OMPADEC) 

and the Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) in 1992 and 2000 respectively. 

However, both OMPADEC and NDDC have failed to address the lingering agitation of 

the region owing to inept leadership and monumental corruption. Aside the non-

violent approach, there were equally attempts to use force through the military Joint 

Task force (JTF) to dismantle the militants in the Niger Delta by the government of 

Olusegun Obasanjo (Ojakorotu & Gilbert, 2010; Tessier, 2009). This also failed to 

restore stability and peace in the Niger Delta.  

 

On account of the lapses that characterized the implementation of development 

programs in the Niger Delta, and the inability to contain the escalating incidence of 

militancy in the region, there were renewed efforts by President Yar’ Adua to contain 

the growing crisis in the region. His government first created the Ministry of the Niger 

Delta and thereafter offered Amnesty programme to the militants in the Niger Delta 

with a view to reducing the unrest in the region and accelerating economic 

development in Nigeria. In view of this, the study examines the link between oil 

politics and implementation of the amnesty programme in Niger Delta between 2009 

and 2017. The study is poised to achieve the following specific objectives: 

1. To determine whether the implementation of disarmament programme has 

led to increase in oil production in Nigeria. 

2. To ascertain whether the implementation of demobilization programme has 

enhanced the security situation in the Niger Delta. 

 

Conceptual Framework 

Here, these terms are explained: Crude Oil, Amnesty, Disarmament, Demobilisation 

and Reintegration. 

 

Crude Oil  

Crude oil which is a mixture of thousands of varying hydrogen and carbon compounds 

(Meler, Roundfree, and Schaefer, n.d). It is also called crude, oil or petroleum. 

According to Meler, Roundfree, and Schaefer, petroleum is got from tiny prehistoric 

marine plants and animals called Biotic which over a long period accumulated on top 

of each other. The resulting heat and pressure changed the biotic material into crude 
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oil and natural gas, and this moves through the overlying porous marine sediments 

towards the earth’s surface until hindered by non-porous, overhead rock. Crude oil is 

one of the most outstanding and widely used non-renewable resources (Ifesinachi & 

Azom, 2012). Its demand and supply is central to the expansion and sustenance of the 

global economy. Nigeria is blessed with vast reserves of crude oil located in the nine 

states of the Niger Delta.  

 

Amnesty  

Amnesty is from the Greek word amnestia, which means pardon. It is a pardon 

extended by the government to a group or class of persons, usually for a political 

offense (Gardner, 2009; Quinn, 2012).  Amnesty is a legal term that describes the 

complete abolition of an offense by the state and those persons who were charged or 

convicted are then considered innocent. Amnesty which the Federal Government of 

Nigeria granted to the Niger-Delta was meant for them to surrender their weapon not 

to go back to their former life style (Sofiri, Doug & Watts, 2012). It was to be 

implemented in three phases: Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR). 

However, amnesty granted to the Niger Delta militants by President Yar’adua was not 

the first case of Amnesty. Earliest recorded amnesty include: Napolean's amnesty of 

March 13, 1815 from which thirteen eminent persons, including Talleyrand, were 

exempt; the Prussian amnesty of August 10, 1840, among others.  

 

Disarmament  

Disarmament is the collection, documentation, control and disposal of small arms, 

ammunition, explosives and light and heavy weapons of combatants and often also of 

the civilian population (United Nations, 2014). In the disarmament programme, the 

ex-militants were encouraged to surrender their weapons, for documentation by the 

government. The weapons documented included light weapon, heavy weapon, rifles, 

gunboat, among others. 

 

Demobilization  

Demobilization is the formal and controlled discharge of active combatants from 

armed forces or other armed groups (United Nations. 2005). It entails the separation 

of combatants from their command and control structures and this usually marks their 

formal transition from militarized life to civilian life. It involves dismantling non-state 

fighting forces and paramilitary forces. Demobilization consists of the following six 

steps: planning, encampment, registration and documentation, health screening, Pre-

discharge orientation and discharge (Nezam & Marc, 2009). The disarmament 
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programme of the Amnesty is not enough to keep the ex-militants busy. At that level 

alone they may be tempted to go back to their former life style, which involves 

kidnapping of oil workers, vandalization of oil pipeline and attack on oil workers, etc. 

The demobilization stage is the stage where they are encamped in a temporary place, 

receiving lectures on non-violence life style.  

 

Reintegration  

Re-integration is a socio-economic process in which ex-militants acquire full civilian 

status and gain sustainable income through gainful employment (Ikelegbe & Umukoro, 

2014). Hence, the sustainability of the disarmament and demobilization processes 

depends on the successful reintegration of ex-militants. The reintegration stage is the 

last component of the Amnesty programme. According to Dokubo (2018), 

reintegration is the stage that contains and empowers the ex-militants. At this stage 

the ex-militants are given cash settlement, to start business. Some are empowered via 

training in the university to study different kinds of discipline within and outside the 

country.  

 

Theoretical Framework 

This study adopts the Marxian political economy theory. The broad philosophical 

orientations of this theory are well rooted in the classical work of Karl Marx and that 

of his colleague Fredrick Engels. It deals with the general laws governing the 

development of both nature and society. It is fundamentally concerned with the 

analysis of the economic role of the state, its impact upon the economic system and its 

socio-economic consequences (EIAS, 1954; Nikitin, 1983; Nnoli, 1981). This approach 

also focuses essentially on identifying the laws of capitalist development. It concerns 

itself with the production of material wealth which is seen as the basis of life in human 

society. It sees the production process, the contradictions in global movement of 

capital, as well as the global relations of production and exchange, as determining, 

conditioning and sustaining behavior of states. 

 

The study adopted the Marxian political economy theory in this study because one of 

its propositions states that “Social and political processes are ultimately the outcome 

of struggles for control over resources and position” (EIAS, 1954, p.35). Thus, the 

Niger Delta conflict and agitation is really a struggle by the people of the region with 

the Nigerian state and multinational oil companies (MNCs) over decades of oil 

exploration and exploitation by the Nigerian state without adequate compensation. 

The conflict arose in the early 1990 between the foreign oil companies and a number 
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of the Niger Delta’s minority ethnic groups who felt they were being exploited, 

particularly the Ogoni and Ijaw. 

 

Methodology  

The discussion here includes the research design, method of data collection, and 

method of data analysis. The study used survey research design. It relied on survey 

method, using the instrument of interview, and documentary method to generate the 

relevant primary and secondary data. As regards the primary data, the then 

coordinator of Presidential Amnesty programme, (Rtd.) Gen Paul Bogoro and ex-

militants from the Niger Delta were interviewed. The respondents were randomly 

selected from the study population. With respect to secondary data, the study relied 

on institutional/official documents and other secondary sources of data such as: 

books, journal articles, periodicals and conference. For data analysis, the study 

adopted content analysis and systematic logical deductions. 

 

Disarmament Phase of the Amnesty Programme and Oil Production in the Niger 

Delta  

 

Implementation of Disarmament Phase   

On account of the incessant attacks and other forms of criminality in the Niger Delta, 

the Federal Government, Under- President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua saw the need to 

address the lingering unrest in the Niger Delta so as to save the oil industry in Nigeria 

from imminent collapse. On June 4, 2009, the federal announced the Amnesty 

programme. It was to be implemented in three phases: disarmament, demobilization 

and reintegration. 

 

The disarmament phase of the Amnesty programme in Niger Delta was carried out by 

the Presidential Panel on Amnesty and Disarmament of Militants in the Niger Delta set 

up to manage the disarmament process. A 60-day moratorium which lasted from 6th 

August to 4th October was extended to the militants to enable them willingly surrender 

their arms at designated centers. By 4th October, 2009 which was the expiration date 

of the 60-day moratorium, a total of 20,192 militants had surrendered their arms and 

ammunition to the Federal Government and accepted the amnesty offer. Another 

6,166 militants were demobilized in November 2010 in the second phase of the 

programme, bringing the number of ex-militants embracing the programme to 26,358. 

In October 2012, the Federal Government approved the inclusion of another 3,642 ex-
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militants bringing the total number of militants who embraced the amnesty to 30,000 

(Omokhoa, 2015). 

 

At the disarmament phase, various disarmament camps were set up in order to 

facilitate weapons collection from the militants willing to surrender their weapons. In 

Delta state, for instance, there were three disarmament centres managed by the 

military. These centers were variously located at Koko Local Government Council 

Secretariat; Burutu Primary School, Burutu and Otu Jeremy Secondary School, Out 

Jeremy all in Warri North LGA (Omokhoa, 2015). Consequently, large caches of arms 

and ammunitions were surrendered by the militants at the various disarmament 

centers set up by the government in the states. Table 1 below shows assorted types 

and quantity of weapons surrendered by the militants.  

 

Table 1: Weapons surrendered by ex-militants according to types 

S/No. Weapon Type Quantity 

1. Gunboats 18 

2. Dynamites 763 

3. Dynamite caps 1,090 

4. Magazines 3,155 

5. Assorted arms 2,760 

Source: Ikelegbe, A. & Umokoro, N. (2014). 

 

The disarmament phase yielded tremendous positive result as most of the notorious 

gangs in the Niger Delta used the opportunity to surrender their deadly weapons. 

Altogether, a total of 2,760 assorted arms were surrendered. Again, on the 13th August 

2009, twenty (20) militants were led by Soboma George of Outlaws cult group to 

accept the amnesty and surrendered 36 weapons in Rivers state. In a similar vein, 

Ateke Tom and Fara Dagogo of NDV and NDSF respectively, turned in their arms on 

3rd October 2009 (Ikelegbe & Umokoro, 2014). Regarding documentation, the arms 

and ammunitions collected during the disarmament phase were properly documented 

and stored at the 82 Division of the Nigerian Army in Enugu, these arms and 

Ammunitions were on May 25 2011 completely destroyed by the Nigerian Army in 

Lokpanta, a boundary town in Enugu State, under the watch of the Amnesty Office. 

Figure 1 shows some of the weapons surrendered by the ex-militants including 

weapons of mass destruction. 
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Figure 1: Weapons Surrendered in the First Phase of Amnesty Programme, Aug-Oct, 

2009 

Source: Omadjohwoefe, O.S (2011). 

 

Oil Production in the Niger Delta 

Nigeria is an archetypal “oil nation” with reserves estimated at close to forty billion 

barrels (Ukiwo, 2011). Oil production began in the Niger Delta in 1958 after the 

discovery of oil in commercial quantity in 1956. Thereafter, crude oil lifted from about 

259 fields dotted across the Niger Delta accounted for over 80 percent of government 

revenues, 90 percent of foreign exchange earnings, 96percent of export revenues, and 

almost half of GDP (Okonta & Douglas, 2001). As a result of oil production in the Niger 

Delta, Nigeria is one of the leading crude oil producers in Africa, (EIA, 2009).  

 

The increase in production and revenue from oil was however drastically reduced 

following the phenomenal rise in militancy in the Niger Delta, especially with the 

return to civil rule in 1999. The incessant militant activities which began in the late 

1990s had, by 2003, compromised crude oil production by 750,000 barrels per day 

(Watts, 2008). The militants attacked and vandalized oil installations across the Niger 

Delta. By 2005, the situation in the Delta had worsened due to the incessant attacks on 

oil installations, kidnapping and other forms of criminality (International Crisis Group, 

2006). The destruction oil installations and theft of oil combined to reduce export, 
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revenue and the amount going to the Federation Account. The summary of the 

statistics given by TCND shows that the total shut in barrel of oil for 2008 was 

399,794, 633 which amounts to about N6.77 trillion or $44billion (TCND Report, 

2008).  

 

By early 2009, militancy in the Niger Delta was so intense that Nigeria was losing 

about USD58 million daily. Nigeria Liquefied Natural Gas (NLNG) lost over USD2 

billion which was about 53 percent of its installed capacity and major pipelines of oil 

and gas companies in the region had been vandalized leading to an annual expense of 

about USD3 billion dollars by oil and gas multinationals for the purpose of securing 

their facilities and installations. Table 2 shows the quantity of oil lost to militant and 

other related activities before the Amnesty programme.  

 

Table 2: Quantity of oil lost to militancy & related activities before the amnesty 

program 

 
Source: Lysias (2010).  

 

However, with the implementation of the disarmament phase from 2009, normal oil 

production resumed in the Niger Delta and the volume of oil production soared. For 

example, due to cessation of hostilities by youths in the region, Nigeria’s oil production 

capacity which was about 1.2 million bpd at the height of militancy rose to 2.4 million 

bpd (more than the 1.7 million bpd OPEC Quota) (NOSDRA, 2013).  

 

In the short time of trial of the Amnesty programme, particularly the first phase which 

was disarmament, there were reports of reduction in petroleum pipeline vandalism 

and kidnapping of oil workers which were hitherto common occurrences in the Niger 

Delta. The implementation of the disarmament programme thus yielded immediate 

results as the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) announced an 
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increase in the nation’s daily crude oil production to the tune of 2.4million barrels 

(NNPC, 2009).  

 

Increase in Revenue Accruable to Nigeria from the Sale of Oil 

Following the successful implementation of the disarmament programme and increase 

in crude oil production in the Niger Delta, revenue arising from oil also soared. Data on 

the Table 3 shows that revenue from crude oil increased from about USD$3 billion in 

2009 to over USD$ 5billion and USD$6 billion in 2010 and 2014 respectively. 

 

Table 3: Oil revenue accruing to Nigerian government, 1999-2014 

Year 

Total Federally 

Collected Revenue Oil Revenue ($bn)  oil as % of total Revenue 

    

2009 4,844.59 3,191.94 65.89 

2010 7,303.67 5,396.09 73.88 

2011 11,116.85 8,878.97 79.87 

2012 10,654.75 8,025.97 75.33 

2013 9,759.79 6,809.23 69.77 

2014 10,068.85 6,793.72 67.47 

Source: CBN (2015) 

 

Table 3 attests to the increase in oil revenue accruing to the Nigerian government, 

following increased oil production resulting from reduction in militancy in the Niger 

Delta. For example, data in the table shows that oil revenue increase by 69.5% in 2010, 

that is, the year immediately following the year disarmament was implemented in the 

Niger Delta. Similarly, oil revenue as a percentage of total government revenue also 

increased from 65.89% in 2009 to 73.88% in 2010. 

 

The point being made is that the implementation of disarmament phase of the 

Amnesty programme led to massive surrendering of weapons by Niger Delta ex-

militants who accepted the Amnesty programme. This reduced violent activities which 

disrupts oil production and therefore accounted for the increase in oil production in 

the Niger Delta. Ultimately, this increase in oil production translated to significant 

increase in revenue accruing to the Nigerian government. 
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Demobilization Phase of the Amnesty programme and security situation in the 

Niger Delta 

Demobilization is the second phase of the Amnesty programme. It involves the 

identification, registration, documentation and biometrics examination of ex-militants 

in designated camps. It started with encampment of the ex-militants at temporary 

centres with provision of support packages to cover the basic needs of the ex-militants 

and their families and their sub-sequent re-orientation. A number of ex-militants were 

demobilized and registered in Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River, Delta, Edo, Imo, Ondo, 

Rivers and the NNDC. Table 4 indicates there were a total number of 20,192 ex-

militants, with Rivers and Cross River states recording the highest and lowest number 

of registered ex-militants respectively. Edo and Delta states did not record any female 

ex-militant (Ikelegbe, 2010; Omokhoa, 2015). 

 

Table 4: Ex-militants Demobilized and Registered in the Niger Delta  

 
     Source: Adebowale (2010) in Omokhoa, I.M (2015) 

In demobilization camp for disarmed ex-militants in Obruba, security in the camp was 

tight. The ex-militants were given non-violence transformational training. They were 

also taught violent conflict and non-violent method as well as conflict management in 

general as a tool for peace. 

 

In our interview with some of the ex-militants, they averred that destruction of oil 

installations was a tactics employed by them to get the IOCs and the Nigerian 

government listen to their demands, to get funding for their operations and survival 

and to possible force the IOCs out of their environment so that the destruction of their 

natural environment will come to an end. According to one of them who spoke on the 

condition of anonymity: 
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Destruction of oil installations especially pipeline vandalization is the most effective 

method of engaging the government and the oil companies in the Niger Delta. This is 

because, when we destroy oil pipe-line for example, we can get money to take care of 

ourselves by selling the oil gotten from the pipeline, we can also get money to buy 

ammunitions to fight back the JTF, the oil company will incur expenses to repair the oil 

pipeline and they will be forced to negotiate with us. The government will also lose 

revenue and will then be forced to listen to us. In all vandalization is a win-lose game 

for us because we win, they (government and oil companies) lose (Researcher’s 

interview with ex-militant, 17 August, 2017). 

  

Agreeing with the above submission, a youth leader in one of the communities noted 

that: 

Most of our youths usually join pipeline vandalization as a way of avenging the 

wickedness and neglect of the oil companies and government, and the brutality 

of the military men deployed to the company. They believe that vandalizing oil 

installations will cause damage and expenses to the companies and the 

government. So they join in perpetrating pipeline vandalization as a way of 

revenge (Researcher’s interview with ex-militant, 17 August, 2017). 

 

It is evident that the incidence of pipeline vandalization was on geometrical increase 

before the implementation of the Amnesty programme. Available statistics also 

supports this position. For instance, Port Harcourt, which recorded about 600 pipeline 

breaks in 2003, had about 1,650 breaks from January to September, 2006. Similarly 

Warri axis moved from only 100 pipeline breaks to 600 during the same period 

(Amanze-Nwachukwu & Ogbu, 2007).  

 

However, following the implementation of the Amnesty programme, the incidence of 

oil vandalization in the Niger significantly reduced. Table 5 shows the scale of oil 

pipeline vandalism in Nigeria between 2008 and 2013. 

 

Table 5: Flashpoints of oil pipeline vandalization in Nigeria, 2008-2013 

 PIPELINESYSTEM PIPELINE ROUTE                   NO OF BREAKS (%) 

 

1       System 2E/ SysPort-Harcourt – Aba - Enugu – Makurdi + 

Yola         

 

  8, 105 (50.3%) 

 

3 System 2A                Warri – Benin – Suleja/Ore                                           3, 295 (20.2%) 
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4 System 2B                 Atlas Cove – Mosimi – Satelitte – Ibadan – 

Ilorin        
2,440 (% not 

indicated) 

5 System 2C-1         

 

Warri – Escravos                                                              

 

74 (% not indicated) 

 

6 Gas System           Trans – Forcados                                                           

 

55 (% not indicated) 

 

Source: Ogbeni (2012) cited in Okoli, A.C & Orinya, S. (2013) 

 

Table 5 indicates that the incidence of oil pipeline vandalization in the Niger Delta 

decreased after the implementation of amnesty program. This is because oil spills in 

the Niger Delta which resulted mainly due to vandalism or sabotage decreased 

drastically from 2011 following the implementation of the Presidential Amnesty 

program. It makes sense therefore to surmise that the implementation of 

demobilization program reduced the incidence of oil pipeline vandalization in the 

Niger Delta. It also positively impacted on the cases of kidnapping of oil workers and 

arms proliferation in the region.  

 

Kidnapping of Oil Workers and Arms Proliferation in the Niger Delta  

Following the environmental destruction of the Niger Delta region by the activities of 

the International Oil Companies (IOCs), the total neglect of the oil bearing 

communities by both the government and the IOCs and the weak compliance of the 

IOCs with Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in the Niger Delta, youths of the Niger 

Delta resorted to violence to express their grievances against the State and the IOCs 

and to extract economic gains from the IOCs. One of such strategies adopted by the 

Niger Delta youths is kidnapping or hostage taking of oil workers, mostly the 

expatriates, as the militants perceived them as constituting instruments in the nature 

and dimension of the underdevelopment of the Niger Delta. Expatriates and other 

workers in oil servicing companies and oil firms were usually abducted/kidnapped 

and required to pay a ransom for their release. This had heightened the level of 

insecurity in the region.  

 

It was in the heat of this security challenges that the Presidential Amnesty was 

introduced. The implementation of the programme, which was designed to run from 

2010 to 2015, was apparently a strategy introduced to stabilise the security situation 

in the Niger Delta to enable the federal government and other ancillary organs address 

the issues at the core of the Niger Delta agitation.  
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The implementation of demobilization phase did stabilise the security situation in the 

Niger Delta. In the sixty days of implementation, peace returned to the Niger Delta, 

almost all arms acquired during the crises were surrendered, oil workers and 

expatriates go to their various businesses with ease, people could sleep at night 

without fear of abduction or kidnap and security of lives and properties was once 

again heavy in the scale of balance. As Table 6 aptly indicates, cases of 

abduction/kidnapping of oil workers significantly reduced.  

 

Table 6: Incidence of hostage taking in the Niger Delta 2010 - 2014 

1 Jan 12, 2010 Three Britons and a Colombian 

working for Netco were kidnapped 

when their convoy was attacked 

near Port Harcourt 

3 Niger 

Delta 

Militants 

2 Nov 17, 2011 Two American and one Mexican 

sailor aboard the M/V C-Endeavour 

were kidnapped by militants. 

3 Niger 

Delta 

Militants 

3 Dec. 17, 2012 Five Indian sailors aboard the SP 

Brussels were kidnapped by 

M.E.N.D. militants 

5 MEND 

4 Dec 20, 2012 4 South Korean oil workers were 

kidnapped by MEND gunmen from 

an oil plant in the Niger Delta. 

4 MEND 

5 November  28, 

2014 
, two Pakistani and one Indian 

construction workers were 

kidnapped at the Emakalakala 

town, Bayelsa State 

3 Niger 

Delta 

Militants 

Source: NewsWatch Magazine, July 7 2014.  

 

The implementation of the demobilization phase of the Amnesty programme therefore 

enhanced the security situation in the Niger Delta because the acceptance of the 

Amnesty programme by ex-militants reduced violent activities such as vandalization 

of oil installations and kidnapping/abduction of oil workers which disrupted oil 

production. Hence, despite its numerous challenges, the Presidential Amnesty 

programme was adjudged a success in line with what it set out to achieve. 

 

Conclusion 



 

 
 

83 

The major objective of this research is to investigate the link between oil politics and 

implementation of Amnesty programme in Niger Delta, Nigeria, between 2009 and 

2017. Based on the empirical evidence, and analysis available, the study revealed that 

the implementation of the Amnesty programme in Niger Delta has positive impact in 

the region and the country, in general, measured in terms of increased oil production 

and security. The disarmament of the ex-militants translated to increase in oil 

production as a result of reduction in militant activities and other economic sabotage 

such as pipeline vandalization, oil bunkering, etc. As a result of successful 

disarmament of the ex-militants, most oil companies such as Shell, Total oil company, 

Agip, among others which had hitherto stopped operation in the Niger Delta resumed 

operation and oil production increased tremendously with revenue accruing to the 

Federal government from crude oil increasing from about USD$3 billion in 2009 to 

over USD$ 5 billion and USD$ 6 billion in 2016 and 2017, respectively. 

 

The study further shows that demobilization of the ex-militants positively impacted on 

the security situation in the country in form of decrease in militancy and other forms 

of criminalities such as, abduction of oil workers, oil theft, among others. There was 

obvious reduction in militancy and other forms of insecurity such as pipeline 

vandalization, kidnapping/abduction of oil workers, arms proliferations. In sum, the 

implementation of disarmament and demobilization phases of the Amnesty 

programme enhanced both oil production and security in the Niger Delta. To sustain 

the achievements recorded so far, the Federal Government should establish National 

Minorities Commission and the Niger Delta Infrastructure Intervention Development 

Fund to complement the implementation of the Amnesty programme. 
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