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Abstract 

This paper is a sensitization campaign on the need for an active reading culture in 

Nigeria, as a way of fostering enlightenment, peace and development in the nation. It 

reviews the dynamic relationship between the concepts of reading, reading culture, 

enlightenment, peace and development, particularly as it concerns Nigeria. It further 

provides strategies for building a more active reading culture, for enlightenment, peace, 

and development in Nigeria. The paper is necessitated, on the one hand, by the public 

outcry on the issue of poor reading culture and high level of illiteracy among the 

Nigerian citizenry, and, on the other hand, the persistent problems of insecurity, low 

productivity and poverty in Nigeria, which could be linked to the poor reading culture 

and high level of illiteracy in the country. The research relied mainly on qualitative 

library research method. Students, teachers, parents, writers, publishers, curriculum 

designers, education ministries, libraries, political leaders and the general public will 

find this paper instructive.   
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Introduction 

Reading culture, at present, in Nigeria is in double jeopardy: not only is the patronage 

low, the efforts made by past Nigerian governments, institutions, and different 

organizations, local and international, to entrench it in the country have been 

jeopardized by the current “viewing culture” and “chatting culture”, the habits of 

watching pictures or videos, and chatting with friends in smart phones and other 

electronic devices, especially among the youths, in the country. This situation is a source 

of worry to many Nigerians. Akaligwo (2016), for example, makes a comparison 

between the youths of his generation, those who are about forty to fifty years old now, 

and the much younger generation, who are in school now: 

We were voracious readers of novels and other books. Nelkon for our Ordinary 

Level Physics, Lambert for Chemistry, B.O. Adeleke and Goh Cheng Leong for our 

Geography, Phebean Ogundipe for Practical English, Achebe and Soyinka for 

Literature and others like that. We were always flaunting our knowledge of 

current affairs…. Nowadays, students can hardly string a sentence together in 

English without errors. Fast forward 35 years on and you are shocked and 
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disturbed. Have you ever spoken to or engaged a 20 year-old boy? Ask him what 

motivates him and he is likely to mention music, hip hop to be precise. He has 

hundreds of downloaded songs on his phone. He can sing all of them off hand. 

(Alaligwo in Mothers’ Voice, 15, p. 29) 

The scenario painted above exposes the problem of poor reading culture in Nigeria 

today. The youths today spend too much of their time and energy watching videos, 

playing music and chatting real time, such that they have too little time and energy to 

spare on reading useful materials, including their school books. In this vein, Adesulu, 

Adebusayo, & Amos (2017) lament that most students do not read in many universities 

and higher institutions in Nigeria; the few who read once in a while merely do so as a 

means of passing their examinations. This position is elucidated by the comments made 

by Mr. Cornelius Audu, a library officer at the Ramat Library at the University of 

Maiduguri, on the matter: “Whenever you see many students here [in the library], it’s 

either they have test, assignment or examination which is at variance with the culture of 

seriousness we had in the past. Then, students read every day and even at night as the 

school library is open even at night” (Adesulu et al., Vanguard, 2017).  

The incidence of poor reading culture in Nigeria today is not limited to the 

youths alone; a large percentage of adults, even those with higher education, in the 

country today have significantly exhibited a decrease in their reading habits. This 

problem is attributable to globalization and the rapid development of the entertainment 

industry which have displaced reading as a prestigious source of information and as a 

pleasant and esteemed form of leisure (Kamalova and Koletvinova, 2016). In Nigeria, for 

example, from observation, adults who once regarded reading as leisure now prefer to 

entertain themselves by watching the CNN, Super Sports, Nat Geo Wild, or the popular 

Nollywood (African Magic) channels, while the children are preoccupied with 

Nickelodeon, the cartoon networks, videos, music, and games. In the opinion of Senator 

Sani, the present Senate Committee Chairman on Local and Foreign Debts in Nigeria, on 

this issue, the decline in reading culture was real, not just among young people, but also 

among the political leaders, which is evident in the low quality of their intellectual 

discourse (Ramalan, 2017). 

This situation is sad, given the consequences of poor reading culture on the 

citizenry and the nation. Such consequences, in the researcher’s opinion, include 

illiteracy, high failure rate in examinations, examination malpractice, increase in 

students’ dropout rate, and continuous high rate of unskilled manpower in the country. 

These, by extension, breed poverty, disease, frustration, security issues, and 

underdevelopment in the country. Conversely, an active reading culture invariably leads 

to enlightenment, peace, and development in any society. In this regard, Ruterana 

(2012) asserts that reading is “vital to our becoming better informed, having a better 

understanding of ourselves and others, and to our development as thoughtful, 

constructive contributors to a democratic and cohesive society” (p. 12). Similarly, Igwe 

(2011) opines that the level of development in a country is directly proportional to the 

quality (level of education and enlightenment) of the human resources in the country. 
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Therefore, an active reading culture – not merely reading in order to pass school 

examination – should be encouraged by all means in Nigeria.  

The present study is one of such attempts/ campaigns geared at promoting an 

active reading culture in Nigeria, to foster enlightenment, peace and development in the 

country. The study shall review the dynamic relationship between the concepts of 

reading, reading culture, enlightenment, peace and development, especially as it 

concerns Nigeria, and then suggest strategies for building a more active reading culture 

in Nigeria that will foster enlightenment, peace and development. Nigerian students, 

teachers, parents, writers, publishers, curriculum designers, education ministries, 

library services, political leaders and the general public will all profit from this research. 

The methodology for the study is based mainly on qualitative library research.  

 

Relationship between Reading, Reading Culture, Enlightenment, Peace, and 

Development in Nigeria 

This section attempts to analyze the dynamic relationship between the key concepts of 

this study (reading, reading culture, enlightenment, peace and development), 

particularly as it concerns Nigeria.   

 

Reading                         

Experts have different perceptions of the concept of reading. Ogbonna (2014) defines it 

as the ability to recognize and understand characters or speak words that may be 

printed or written on paper and other formats of recording human knowledge. This is a 

basic definition of reading, with emphasis being placed on recognition of letters and 

words. On their part, Ogugua, Emerole, Egwim, Anyanwu, & Haco-Obasi (2015) define 

reading as “the ability to obtain meaning from words” (p. 62). In this sense, Nuttal 

(1982), similarly, describes reading as the transfer of message from author to reader, 

for some purpose. In the same vein, Moyle (1969) states that reading means thinking 

the thoughts that a writer is communicating to his readers by way of the written or 

printed words. These definitions point to the fact that effective reading goes with 

meaningful interpretation of information. Situations requiring reading and meaningful 

interpretation crop up regularly in an individual’s daily life. Examples: reading and 

interpreting labels on medicine packets, instruction leaflets on appliances, application 

forms, street maps/ directions, timetables, notices, statistics, engagement diaries, and 

mails. With the dominance of cell phones in our daily lives, occasions of reading simple 

texts have become even more regular. 

  In the opinion of Igwe (2011), reading is reasoning, because it involves all types 

of thinking, such as critical, analytical, creative, imaginative, evaluative, judgmental, and 

problem solving. This description is similar to Suleiman & Crossman’s (1980) position 

that reading is sense making, where new questions, insights and understandings that 

were once held are subject to modification, re-interpretation and even dismissal. It is 

also reminiscent of Toffler’s (1990) assertion that the mark of literacy in the twenty-

first century will not be the ability to read and write, but “the ability to learn, unlearn, 

and relearn” (p. 367). In other words, critical thinking, comprehension skills, application 
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of learning, and readiness to accept newer perspectives on issues are all requirements 

for effective reading and learning in the present day.  

Reading does not stop with the art of reading; it includes what the reader ‘feels’ or ‘does’ 

with what has been read. In this regard, Jegbefume, Yaji & Dala (2017), citing Rubbin 

(2002), describe reading as a total integrative process that starts with the reader and 

includes the effective, perceptual and cognitive domains. Reading makes life most 

meaningful and fulfilling. On this, Zelezer (2002) reflects thus: 

Reading is one of the most enchanting gifts of human communication across the 

spatial–temporal divides of history and culture. Written texts have the incredible 

ability to breathe with new life in climes and contexts beyond their original 

creation. Books contain more than useful knowledge or information: they are 

reservoirs of human activities and fantasies, bequests of a purposeful 

consciousness. Those who read are able to transcend the immediate intimacies 

of their places and times and acquire the permissive pleasures of imagining other 

places and times. In short, reading and literacy are essential for critical self-

consciousness, for reflexive development, for enlightened citizenship. (p. 5) 

The ability to read longer texts and whole books, usually outside the classroom, 

without any strict guidance from the teacher, is called extensive reading. It lays the 

foundation for an active reading culture. Ruterana (2012), citing Mialaret (1975), 

defines extensive reading as reading above and beyond basic or functional reading, a 

habit that fosters the reader’s personal, moral and intellectual growth and also provides 

a source of inspiration, entertainment, and better understanding of his/her inner self 

and others. If people learn to read for leisure, then reading becomes, for them, a lifelong 

habit and culture. 

 

Reading Culture 

Reading culture, as a concept, has been variously defined by experts. Jegbefume et al. 

(2017) regard it as the habitual and regular reading of books and information materials. 

In this vein, Ruterana (2012), citing Magara and Batambuze (2005), define reading 

culture as a culture where reading is part of the people’s living and constitutes a habit 

that is shared by members. In the opinion of Gbadamosi (2007), concerning this, when 

an individual “habitually and regularly reads books and other information materials 

that are not necessarily required for him to advance in his profession or career, he is 

said to have a reading culture” (p. 44). In defining this subject, Igwe (2011) enthuses: 

Reading culture in essence is the kind of culture that imbibes reading and 

studying as the basis of growth and development. It is the type that sees 

continuous and dedicated reading of information resources by pupils, children, 

students and adults for knowledge acquisition, which will be applied practically 

for development. This kind of reading sharpens the mind, makes one reason 

rationally and objectively as well as projects one for greatness in life. (Online 

resource) 

Igwe’s description highlights the relationship between reading culture, enlightenment, 

rationality, and development.  



IMT INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES, VOL. 2 NO 2 
E-ISSN: 2616-096. 

 
 

5 

It is, however, sad that reading culture in Nigeria is dwindling rather than 

growing. Available statistics reveal that reading culture among students, and even 

adults, in Nigeria is declining. A study carried out by Henry (2004), for example, reveal 

that: 40 percent of adult Nigerians never read a non-fiction book from cover to cover 

after they finish school; the average Nigerian reads less than one book per year; and 

only one percent of successful men and women in Nigeria read one non-fiction book per 

month (Hakunu, 2017; Aina, Ogungbeni, & Adikun, 2011). The study also shows that 30 

million Nigerians have graduated from high school with poor reading skills. The 

revelations indicate, therefore, that drastic measures are needed to salvage the country 

from this descent into gross illiteracy and ignorance. It is generally believed that the 

ultimate determinant of an individual’s success in life is reading culture for it brings 

about enlightenment.  

 

Enlightenment 

Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines enlightenment as “the state of having knowledge 

or understanding”, or “the act of giving someone knowledge or understanding”. This 

definition highlights the strong connection between enlightenment and education. 

Enlightenment, in this sense, may be viewed as a gradual, developmental and 

cumulative intellectual growth. In the opinion of Kant, as cited in Rauscher (2017), 

enlightenment is the use of an individual’s own reason. Being enlightened, for him, is to 

emerge from one’s self-incurred minority (juvenile) status to a mature ability to think 

for oneself. The philosophy of enlightenment values reason and logic. Sometimes, 

enlightenment is defined in relation to religion, mostly in reference to Buddhism. This 

paper, however, is not interested in the religious view of enlightenment. The paper is 

only interested in the definitions that portray enlightenment as understanding, 

awareness, learning, education, reason, logic, arts, science, rationalism, growth, and 

development.  

Enlightenment and education of the citizenry of a nation is a key factor to the 

development of the nation; hence nations invest heavily in their educational sector to 

enlighten the minds of their citizenry and develop in them values of nationalism, 

industriousness, self-actualization, morality, rationality and peacefulness. The country 

Nigeria recognizes the need for this enlightenment among its citizenry; hence the 

Nigeria’s philosophy of education is, among other things, based on: “the provision of 

equal access to educational opportunities for all citizens of the country at the primary, 

secondary and tertiary levels both inside and outside the formal school system (Federal 

Republic of Nigeria: National Policy on Education – 4th Edition, 2004, p. 7). In line with 

this philosophy, therefore, the educational goals in Nigeria include: 

the inculcation of national consciousness and national unity; 

the inculcation of the right type of values and attitudes for the survival of the 

individual and the Nigerian society; 

the training of the mind in the understanding of the world around; and the 

acquisition of appropriate skills and the development of mental, physical and 

social abilities and competencies as equipment for the individual to live in and 
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contribute to the development of the society. (Federal Republic of Nigeria: 

National Policy on Education – 4th Edition, 2004, pp. 7-8) 

Educating the individual to acquire these competencies and values needed for self-

actualization, effective citizenry, peace and development will require reading within and 

outside the formal school system, as mentioned in the Nigerian education philosophy, as 

cited above. Reading culture is the key for total enlightenment, and enlightenment 

opens the door for the peace of any society.  

 

Peace  

Within peace studies, peace is defined not just as the absence of war (negative peace), 

but also as the presence of acceptable human conditions, including access to food and 

clean drinking water, education for women and children, security from physical harm, 

and other inviolable human rights (positive peace) (University of Notre Dame: Kroc 

Institute for International Peace Studies). Peace and development commonly go 

together, for the major hallmark of development is peace, and vice versa. 

Golmohammadi (2014), for example, reports that ‘peace and security’ is retained as one 

of the goals in the proposal for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the United 

Nations (UN), despite the argument that it be struck off as the SDG main agenda is 

‘development’ and not ‘peace’. The UN retained the peace goal because, according to 

them, “a development agenda that helps prevent conflict will free up resources to 

promote and enhance sustainable development”.  

In Nigeria today, there are enough indices to show that there is little peace in the 

country: the security issues arising from frequent clashes between the Fulani herdsmen 

and many crop-growing communities, the Boko Haram insurgency, the vandalism of oil 

pipelines, electricity cables, and other public utilities in different parts of Nigeria, not to 

mention the issues of unemployment, poor access to food, drinking water and education 

by the vast majority of the population. There is, in addition, the burning issue of ‘group 

relevance’. Almost every ethnic group/organisation in Nigeria – ‘Biafra’, ‘Arewa’, 

‘Afanefere’, the Ijaw youths, Benue youths, Northern youths, etc. – wants some 

relevance of some sort, bringing about conflicts and tension in the country. Illiteracy 

and lack of exposure to formal education have been identified as factors that play 

significant roles in the incessant conflicts at various levels in the developing nations, 

particularly Nigeria (Okafor, 2017). In this vein, the present study prescribes the 

building of a more active reading culture, for education and enlightenment, as a panacea 

to some of the problems of peace and security in Nigeria. Peace is a primary factor that 

will encourage human socio-economic development in Nigeria.  

 

Development  

The definition of development, as it relates to any nation, seems to be a continually 

evolving one. In the 1950s and 1960s, development was largely seen as “vision of the 

liberation of people and peoples” (Gore, 2000). Foucault (1969) defines it as what 

actually shapes and frames reality and power relations. From the materialist viewpoint, 
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those who do not have economic assets are viewed as inferior in development, though 

the case may be different from the point of view of spiritual or cultural value system.  

The Society for International Development (SID) (n.d.) views development as a 

process that creates growth, progress, positive change or the addition of physical, 

economic, environmental, social and demographic components. The SID further states 

that the purpose of development is to create a rise in the level and quality of life of the 

population, and the creation or expansion of local regional income and employment 

opportunities, without damaging the resources of the environment. This paper agrees 

with these views on development. The United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) simplifies the meaning of development even better: “to lead long and healthy 

lives, to be knowledgeable, to have access to the resources needed for a decent standard 

of living and to be able to participate in the life of the community”. From the definitions 

of development here, it can be stated that the Nigerian nation is yet to be fully 

developed, because, among other indices, the majority of its citizens are still wallowing 

in ignorance, unemployment, poverty, and disease.  

Reading culture, from the discussion so far, is seen as a civilizing agent, which is 

not only needed for the enlightenment of the Nigerian citizen, but also needed for 

cumulative peace and development in Nigeria. In this vein, Ibrahim (2004), for example, 

observes that it is only when the citizenry are educated and enlightened that they can 

themselves develop and could meaningfully contribute their quota to the general 

development of their country either as leaders or the led. Similarly, Igwe (2011), as 

cited earlier, remarks that the level of development in a country is directly proportional 

to the quality of the human resources in the country.  

 

Strategies for Building an Active Reading Culture for Enlightenment, Peace and 

Development in Nigeria 

A recent study by the Results for Development Institute (2016) reveals that there is in 

Africa lack of awareness among governments, parents and teachers of the value of 

reading in supporting literacy and education (Nyariki & Krolak, 2016). The situation is 

same in Nigeria. The Nigerian government, libraries, parents, teachers, students, 

authors, book publishers, and curriculum designers all have crucial roles to play in 

promoting readership that will foster peace and development in Nigeria. 

 

Government and Libraries 

Different sectors of the Nigerian government have their roles to play in building an 

active reading culture in the country. Crucial among these roles is the building of more 

libraries and reading centres in the nation, especially in the rural areas. Equipping the 

libraries with up-to-date technology, books and periodicals, including comfortable 

furniture, is crucial too. Older libraries in the nation need to be renovated, and equally 

updated. Some branches of the National and State Libraries and Archives in Nigeria are 

in dire need of this renovation and updating. Apart from establishing and refurbishing 

the libraries, the use of mobile libraries, the type witnessed in Nigeria in the 1970s and 

1980s, which was taking books and reading materials closer to the people’s doorsteps, 
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residences, offices and classrooms, should be resuscitated in Nigeria today, especially in 

the rural areas. 

Increasing attention should be given to e-learning (electronic learning) in 

Nigeria. The fear of an ‘onslaught’ of technology and digitization on the printed media 

should be taken away and replaced with an exploitation of the possibilities and 

capacities of these media. For Zelezer (2002), in this regard, the advantages of 

electronic learning and publishing in terms of speed, accessibility, searchability, content, 

referentiality, costs, and storage, cannot be dismissed. It is therefore necessary that 

researches be sponsored to discover strategies of getting the Nigerian youths make 

better use of the electronic gadgets at their disposal, for improved reading culture and 

enlightenment.  

More awareness and general sensitization needs to be done in the area of 

reading culture among Nigerians. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and public-

spirited individuals can also help the government in any of these roles to boost the 

reading culture of Nigerians. These strategies will not only help to boost mass 

enlightenment of the Nigerian citizenry, but will as well foster peace and development 

in Nigeria. 

 

Parents 

Parents in Nigeria, as the child’s first teachers, have a great role to play in inculcating 

the culture of reading in the child. They must begin early to introduce their children to 

the world of books, reading, and studies. In this regard, Bamberger (1975) states that 

the “development of life-long reading interests and reading habits is a constant process 

which begins in the home, improves systematically in the school and is carried on in 

later life through the influences of the general cultural atmosphere and the conscious 

efforts of public education and public libraries” (p. 43). The parents’ role in planting the 

seeds of reading culture very early in the child’s life is highlighted here. Bamberger’s 

position is similar to Nssien’s (2008), which states that reading culture is the process of 

building up positive reading attitude among students and children over a period of time.  

Parents can provide private libraries and studies at home in order to build the 

reading habits in their children. A room, section of a room, shelf, table, some place in the 

house, no matter how small, should be set-aside for this. According to Dempsey (2010), 

before making their children good readers, parents need to read themselves and set an 

example for their children. Home literacy practices encompass a wide range of 

activities– narration, storytelling, reading aloud, book sharing, parent-child interactions, 

availability of and access to literacy materials, etc. Games such as Scrabbles, 

Crosswords, and Puzzles will also help to develop children’s vocabulary in the reading 

language. Children’s literacy is nurtured when their families support practices that 

promote language and reading activities in the home. All these can enhance public 

education, peace, and development in Nigeria. 
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Teachers and Students 

Nigerian teachers, particularly, language teachers, should help to inculcate the reading 

culture in their students. Sometimes, teachers neglect to teach the reading strategies 

and to give reading tasks to their students. While teaching reading – beginning with 

intensive reading – the teacher must first ensure that the texts are suitable and will help 

to develop positive values in their students. The student’s role as reader in an intensive 

reading class demands that s/he should interpret the text himself or herself. This 

requires encouragement. If the teacher reads the text aloud before starting the work on 

it, then this task is the teacher’s, not the student’s (Nuttal, 1982). If a student encounters 

problems in the process and the teacher at once explains or translates, the student will 

learn to take his/her role as a passive one, and therefore will find it difficult to read by 

himself or herself, even outside the classroom. Extensive reading can be encouraged by 

selecting appealing books that are short, easy and of varied subjects. Poorly written 

books should never be recommended for trainee-readers, including those in the higher 

institutions, unless for editing tasks. 

Reading programmes/ clubs should be introduced in educational institutions 

and other organizations in Nigeria, and made pleasurable and social events for the 

young people. Students and even adults can set up book clubs, reading groups, literature 

circles. For Nuttal (1982), students (especially boys) usually need to interact with each 

other around texts. Teachers can also organize practical lessons in the school library or 

take students away to well-established libraries where they will also be exposed to 

more books and useful information. Such visits to the library should be encouraged, for 

they can serve both social and educational purposes. Desirable social behaviours, such 

as conducting oneself properly before strangers, being polite while asking for help and 

showing appreciation when help is received, etc., can be learnt through visiting the 

libraries. Students should make going to the library an adventure and teachers should 

encourage them in this area. 

The value of electronic reading for Nigerian students, as mentioned before, must 

be explored. Because the vast majority of reading materials and information in the 

world today is becoming digitized, Nigerian students should be taught and encouraged 

to use the electronic equipment at their disposal – computers, laptops, tablets, and 

smart phones – more effectively, for reading and studies. In connection with this, 

Nyariki & Krolak (2016) suggest that with the high availability of smart phones in Africa 

(even in the remotest village), their use for supporting reading and other literacy skills 

has to be explored and harnessed. Teachers, students, and educational institutions in 

Nigeria must queue into this. They must be aware of their invaluable roles in the 

enlightenment, peace, and development of Nigerians and Nigeria.  

 

Authors and Publishers 

Reading is an interaction between the writer and the reader. It is a cooperative task; to 

reach the message involves the reader’s own efforts as well as those of the writer. Much 

as Nigerians are being encouraged to develop a read culture, the Nigerian writers and 

publishers have a great role to play in making this work. The greatest hindrance to 
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effective reading and comprehension is a poorly written, edited, designed or printed 

book. If the writer and publisher neglect this, the message of their book may be lost.  

Again, as reading materials are becoming more and more digitized, Nigerian 

authors and publishers should queue into digital publishing, for easier and wider 

accessibility, better editing, graphic presentation, and revision of their works. 

Highlighting on some of the positive features of e-publishing, in comparison with the 

printed publication, Zelezer (2002) states:   

As for content, e-publications offer greater range than print, for they provide the 

possibility of combining the power of conventional print media with audio, 

video, and chat features, which engender immediacy and interaction more easily 

than static text. In short, they bring alive events and experiences and sounds and 

sights that can only be imagined in the textual print medium. No less attractive 

are the referential possibilities. Electronic texts can provide links to other texts 

cited in a publication. The question of costs is equally critical. Enthusiasts of e-

publishing claim that the costs of these publications tend to be lower than for 

print in some or all of the following processes: launching, overhead, advertising 

and distribution (pp.6-7) 

Much as e-publication (electronic publication) is a worthy enterprise, publishers should 

not allow it to replace the printing of hard-copy books. It should be a supplementary 

aspect of printing necessary, particularly, for its capacity to reach a wider audience. 

Authors and publishers must work positively for mass enlightenment, peace and 

development in Nigeria. 

 

Curriculum Designers 

Curriculum designers in Nigeria should take care while recommending reading 

materials for the students in Nigeria. The texts must be those that promote mass 

enlightenment for sustainable peace and development of the nation, in line with the 

education policy of the country. Apart from core career (course) books, other readings 

that will increase the students’ general knowledge of their immediate and wider 

environment and society should be recommended. Career programmes being run in 

institutions of higher learning in Nigeria should take advantage of the compulsory 

General Studies courses, as avenue for building an active reading culture in their 

students so as to bring about mass education, sustainable peace and development in 

Nigeria. 

 

Conclusion  

Books, reading, lifelong learning, enlightenment, sustainable peace and development are 

inextricably linked. Unfortunately, the ‘viewing’ and ‘chatting’ culture prevalent in 

today’s world is unduly affecting the reading culture in Nigeria, bringing about issues of 

mass illiteracy, ignorance, unemployment, and continual insecurity and 

underdevelopment in the country. Specifically, problems associated with poor reading 

culture in Nigeria today include: examination malpractice which translates to low 

quality of the nation’s work force; low productivity in jobs requiring regular reading 
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and writing; unemployment, religious intolerance; religious exploitation; vandalism of 

oil pipelines, electricity cables, and other public utilities; group conflicts; insurrections; 

insecurity; and general corruption of values. All these slow down the progress, peace 

and development of the nation. Students, teachers, parents, writers, publishers, 

curriculum designers, education ministries, libraries, political leaders and the general 

public in Nigeria must all join hands together to build a more active reading culture for 

cumulative peace and development in Nigeria.  

 

Recommendation 

1. Reading culture must be practised and encouraged by all stakeholders in Nigeria: 

students, teachers, parents, writers, publishers, curriculum designers, education 

ministries, libraries, political leaders and the general public.  

 

2. Government and non-governmental institutions, and public-spirited individuals 

can help by building/ providing well-equipped libraries and reading centres, 

particularly in the rural areas, to enhance mass education, enlightenment, peace, 

and development in Nigeria.  

 

3. Parents, as the first teachers of their children, must begin early to introduce their 

children to the world of books, reading, and studies. A section of every home – a 

room, section of a room, shelf, table, some place in the house, no matter how 

small, must be set-aside for the purpose of reading and studies. 

 

4. Because the vast majority of reading materials in the world today are becoming 

digitized, computers, laptops, tablets, and mobile phones should be made to play 

better roles in developing the reading culture and enlightenment of Nigerians. 

Strategies for the employment of electronic reading and printing as viable means 

of improving enlightenment, peace and development must be exploited in 

Nigeria. Researches should be encouraged in this area.  

 

5. A big caution should be exercised on the subject of “online” reading especially 

among the younger generation of Nigerians, because of its distracting tendencies; 

one can easily switch from ‘reading’ to ‘viewing’ or ‘chatting’ while surfing on the 

internet, hence negating the whole purpose of reading, for the enlightenment of 

the individual, and peace and development of the nation. 

 

6. In view of No. 5, above, parents and teachers of young children in the primary or 

secondary schools should monitor what the children do while browsing ‘online’. 

A difference should be drawn between online and electronic reading. It is the 

opinion of the researcher that young children should never be left entirely on 

their own to browse online, but they can read already downloaded materials 

from the computers or electronic equipments.  
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