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Abstract 

The application of oversight is a veritable weapon used by every parliamentary 

government throughout the globe to make the other two arms of government to be 

alive to their responsibilities. Though, in several quarters, the use of oversight is seen 

as an avenue to witch-hunt the executive arm of government, this is not so, because 

the major objective behind the execution of oversight is to ‘ginger’ the organ charged 

with the job of execution of government policies and programmes to sit up. Anything 

short of oversight, the government business will be in a doldrum. On the educational 

side, the oversight function has strengthened teaching and learning. Further to this, 

teaching of science in our schools is saddled with numerous problems, of which this 

paper has attempted to address.     
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Introduction 

According to Gillon (2001), oversight is a tool adopted and used by the legislative arm 

of the government to checkmate the actions and inactions of the executive. It can be 

said that the infusion of oversight into the democratic governance no doubt engenders 

seriousness in the execution of projects, making it possible for the executive to live up 

to the expectations of the people. Unfortunately, this oversight function of the 

legislature instills fear into the leadership of the Ministries, Departments and Agencies 

(MDAs) of the government. This fear is unnecessary; oversight is not as they thought. 

In his own contribution, Ambika (2001) opined that the salient objective of the 

oversight embarked on by the parliament is to ensure that the executive in the process 

of execution of their roles live up to their responsibility. Similarly, David (2001) opines 

as follows: “…the legislators are not there to witch-hunt anyone. We engage in 

oversight to see that the public goal is achieved.” (p. 13) 
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In this regard, Vanguard (2003), citing a former Deputy Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, states thus: “…it is erroneous for anybody to think that the legislature 

is there to fight the executive. We have one government, but three arms of one 

government, not three governments.” (p. 35). The legislature and the executive are not 

at loggerheads.  

 

Relationship between the Legislative and the Executive Arms of Government 

On the relationship between the legislative and the executive arms of government, 

Ome (2015:1) observes that: 

- Legislative-executive relationship is most demanding in a presidential 

system 

- In our country Nigeria, the relationship has been really problematic, 

both at the centre and state levels. 

- The powers of each organ are clearly enshrined in the constitution. 

- The major source of this friction has to do with the growing power of the 

executive vis-à-vis the legislature. 

- Painfully, the role and status of the legislature is not fully recognized, 

especially by the executive. 

This is a true picture of the situation. 

 

Montesquieu’s Principles of Separation of Power 

In his work, Walker (1988) was of the view that Montesquieu, a French writer, 

postulated the principles of Separation of Power. Walker further observes that the 

principles of separation of powers govern the executive-legislative relations in a 

presidential system. Those principles are enshrined in the constitution. 

 

Separation of powers means that the three organs of government – the legislature, the 

Executive and the Judiciary – have separate powers and functions, which act as checks 

and balances. Specifically: 

- Laws are made by the legislature, the executive implements and the 

judiciary interprets and adjudicates 

- The judiciary serves as an independent arbiter between the legislature 

and executive  

 

Oversight in Strengthening Education in Nigeria: An Overview 

The immediate role of oversight in strengthening the educational sector in Nigeria 

cannot be overemphasized. Let us think of a child in his cradle who was left without 
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being cuddled. Presently, morality has been thrown to the wind by some of those 

children who were cuddled; the behavioural pattern of those who were not could best 

be imagined. As such if our educational system were not teleguided by the instrument 

of oversight, our educational sector will be the struggle of the jungle where the 

survivors are the fittest. 

  

The oversight is a procedural method of extracting information from the executive 

arm by the legislature. Every activity of those at the helm of affairs in our educational 

sector is brought under the close scrutiny of the legislature. Questions which could be 

direct or indirect are put before the Minister of Education, Commissioner, Vice 

Chancellors, Rectors, Provost, Principals of schools, Headmasters/Headmistresses of 

schools, etc. All these questions are the weapons in the armoury of the legislatures 

aimed at making these executives give good accounts of their stewardship. 

  

We should be of the belief that if oversight functions were to be swept under the 

carpet the educational sector of the economy could have been nailed to the counter. As 

a result of the oversight, these aforementioned executives are always kept on their 

toes. In some of our schools, the lackadaisical attitude of our teachers on their duties 

has dealt a dastardly blow on our education. But sequel to checkmates on them 

through oversight, we can now heave a sigh of relief. We will better achieve these goals 

when all hands are on deck. 

 

The fruits of labour of our education must without doubt be reaped with our concerted 

efforts. We must not view our oversight as an avenue for achieving cheap political 

popularity or for victimization.  

 

An Oversight on Scientific Education and Development in Nigeria 

We must not forget the enormous roles which science has played in the overall 

activities of man. Notwithstanding the negative impact one might say that science has 

brought to the society, the truth is that its advantages outweigh the disadvantages. 

Though science has generally impacted positively on our well being, it still has some 

teething problems which, with the aid of every one of us, can be surmounted. I have to 

delve into the challenges facing the teaching and learning of science with a view to 

proffering solution to them. 
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In the opinion of Akinyanju (2013), a major hindrance to the positive role of science in 

our economy is that some of our laboratories are poorly equipped with scientific 

materials. Again, the lecturers are poorly motivated.  

 

There should be better synergy between the recipient, the schools, and the donor, the 

government. It is quite a fact that the capital flow for the development of science in an 

economy is not a cheap one. That is why the two-pronged approach should be applied. 

Further to this, the government should strive to provide welfare packages to the 

lecturers of science education. 

  

Moreso, the impact of science education and development is not being felt in the 

hinterlands in Nigeria. Most people in the rural areas are unaware of the essence or 

the products of science and technology. Interest should be developed by our people in 

learning of science and science allied courses. For this, there is need for sensitization 

of the masses.  

 

In some of our rural schools, science equipments that were sent to them were 

completely stolen. In view of this negative approach, the traditional rulers should be 

held responsible for any theft of any scientific equipment sent to the schools in their 

villages. They should garner every weapon in their arsenal to protect these 

equipments. 

 

Conclusion 

The oversight function of the legislators should never be toyed with. The executive 

arm of government and all its organs should not be afraid of the legislators when they 

do their legimate jobs. The worry only comes when the chief executives in the different 

ministries, departments or institutions are left unguided, to act as they like, or to run 

the system down. The legislators, themselves, must do their jobs with integrity. On the 

educational side, the oversight function can strengthen teaching and learning, 

generally, and encourage, particularly, the scientific education and development. The 

paper identifies lack of incentive as a hindrance to the study of science in our schools. 

Efforts should be made by all to reverse this trend. 

 

Recommendations 

1. Both the teachers and scholars in the field of science who make their marks 

should without much ado be motivated. When such recognition is given to 

them, it will encourage others to join the bandwagon. 
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2. On this note, the government should view whatever expenses on science as a 

gigantic step in a right direction.  

3. Traditional rulers in the villages have their roles to play in protecting scientific 

equipments sent to the village schools. This could be part of their own 

oversight functions. 
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