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 Abstract  

 As social beings, men cannot avoid living in groups in order to survive and achieve comfortable 

living. But the survival and comfort of the individuals depend on how well the socio-political and 

economic environments of the society are managed. Effective and massive political participation of 

the citizens in the management of their own affairs are necessary for the political and economic 

stability of the society. The role of political education in enhancing this stability becomes priceless. 

Political education in Nigeria since independence is far from being ideal. The political integration 

without the socio-cultural integration of the diverse peoples of Nigeria is responsible for most of the 

problems in the country. Factors like ethnic politics, greed, religious dogmas, etc., have impeded 

effective political education in Nigeria. It is, therefore, the intention of this paper to examine the 

concept of political education. The paper also seeks to investigate the problems of ineffective 

political education in Nigeria. It will also explore the best possible avenues for imparting political 

knowledge to the citizens. It will equally make recommendations on how to achieve political 

stability and enhancing enduring democracy in Nigeria. 
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Introduction 

The historical background of any nation greatly affects its political development. The entity known 

as Nigeria was a colonial creation. The integration of more than 250 different linguistic and cultural 

groups into one political unit has a big impact on the political development of the country. Before the 

colonization of this area, each of these cultural groups had its own pattern of political administration 

and succession. Political education was then easy since the citizens grew within the cultural 

environment and imbibed the norms of the society. 

           On the attainment of independence in 1960, a new (alien) system of administration came into 

existence. The euphoria of independence made some people think that sooner or later, ethnicity 

would give way to a united, strong nation. However, that has not been the case. A wrong political 

foundation was laid by the founding fathers of the nation. Political activities and the formation of 

political parties were regionally/ethnically based. The orientation of the citizens was towards their 

regions rather than the nation. Consequently, there were political rivalries between the regions and 

among the political parties. 

           The First Republic was characterized by politics of bitterness, hatred, intolerance, ethnic 

chauvinism and wanton destruction of lives and properties. In the Second and present Republics, a 

little lesson was learnt. The 1979 and 1999 Constitutions provided for the formation of political 

parties with national rather than ethnic outlooks. But notwithstanding this provision, ethnicity has 

continued to play a great role in Nigerian politics. Other factors that have hindered political stability  
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and enduring democracy in the country include greed, religious dogmas, political violence, political 

assassination, rigging of election results, snatching of ballot boxes, etc. according to Ojo (2014), 

violence has become synonymous with Nigeria‟s political culture such that virtually all elections 

held so far in the country are violent ridden. 

            The above factors usually create lukewarm attitude among the citizens. Arising from this is 

the high level of political apathy in Nigeria. Political apathy refers to the citizens‟ indifference to the 

political activities of their country, sometimes occasioned by the activities of the politicians and 

sometimes by ignorance. It means also low level of political participation. 

            According Falade (2014), “The level and pattern of political participation of the citizens 

determine to some extent, the success of the political system”. A high level of political participation 

can be achieved through political education. The need for sound social and political education cannot 

be neglected. Without it, our people are forced to operate in the social and political world without the 

skills and insights that they need to be in control of their own destiny (Lynch, 2000). It is also our 

belief that political education should not be limited to voting only. It includes the extent to which 

citizens are sensitized about their rights to inquire into the state of affairs in the polity. We also agree 

with Mckee (2014) who noted that political education was the key to challenging problems, from the 

workplace all the way up to the national parliament and assemblies. 

 

Clarification of Concepts 

 

Role  

Role refers to the particular cluster of expectations by others for a given individual in any way 

pertinent to their activities. According to Hornby (2005), role refers to the function or position that 

somebody has or is expected to have in an organization, in society or in relationship it can also be 

seen as the degree to which somebody or something is involved in a situation or in an activity and 

the effect that they have on it. In this paper, we refer to role as the function which political education 

should play in enhancing political stability and enduring democracy. 

 

Political Education 

Although this paper focuses on political education, a range of different terms are used nationally and 

internationally to describe this field. These include political education, social education, civic 

education, citizenship education, political socialization, etc. In this paper, these terms will be used 

interchangeably. But it is also important for us to clarify the concepts “politics” and “education”. 

As far as political science is concerned, there is no universally accepted definition of the term 

politics. However, it has been variously defined as, the struggle for power, authoritative allocation of 

values, who gets what, how and when. Invariably, it refers to all activities related to the capturing of 

power, consolidation of power and use of state power. On the other hand, education refers to the 

process or art of imparting knowledge, skill and judgment. It may also be referred to as a process of 

teaching, training and learning, to improve knowledge and develop skills. Okafor (1984) observes 

that education embraces all those experiences of the individual through which knowledge is 

acquired, the intellect enlightened, or the will strengthened.  

Consequently, the term political education refers to a continual and long term process by 

which people acquire political cognition, attitude and behaviours. It is a process by which political 

culture is transmitted in a given society which enables citizens to acquire the knowledge and skills 

essential for informed and effective citizenship. 
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Political Stability 

Political stability refers to the durability and integrity of a current government regime. A society is 

said to be stable if it is satisfied with the ruling party and system of operations and is not interested in 

revolutionary ideas. No society is free from one type of problem or the other. However, the society is 

regarded as being stable if it can withstand the occurrence of the problems without major societal 

upheaval. Political stability requires that the public interacts freely with the government on a regular 

basis. Granting individuals a say on how a nation is run enhances the stability of the nation. 

 

Enduring Democracy 

The term democracy is derived from two Greek words: demos, meaning people and cratos, meaning 

rule. By implication, democracy refers to rule by the people. It then implies that deomocracy is a 

type of government where the will of the people is supreme. Literarily, it means that power belongs 

to the people. In recognition of this the Nigerian Constitution (1999) states sovereignty belongs to 

people of Nigeria from whom government derives its powers and authority. In the Greek city-states, 

direct democracy was possible due to the smallness of the territory and population. That is where 

Abraham Lincolm‟ definition of democracy as the government of the people, for the people and by 

the people is applicable.  

Modern governments are complex, with large territories and diverse populations. In this case, 

direct democracy is impossible. In modern societies indirect or representative democracy has been 

adopted. In representative government, the people still rule, but through those they elected to 

represent them. 

 Democracy, according to Appadorai (2004), is a system of government under which the 

people exercise their sovereign power directly or indirectly through their representatives periodically 

elected by them. Morlin cited in Ogunbiyi (2015) described a democratic system as “a set of 

institutions and rules that allow competition and participation for all citizens considered as 

equals…characterized by free, fair and recurring elections”. One of the distinguishing features of is 

its participatory nature. Another is majority rule. Sustainable democracy therefore, refers to a 

democratic system where, the majority and minority rights are respected, sovereignty belongs to the 

people, mass literacy, free press and independent judiciary exist, and politics is played according to 

the rules of the game. This shows that there is more to democracy than elections and voting. 

 

The Role of Political Education in Enhancing Enduring Democracy 

Political education is far-reaching in its scope. For this reason, we have to limit the number of issues 

that we can cover. Political education is a form of intentional action. It is guided by objectives and 

values. In pluralistic societies like Nigeria, the question is:  how and whether it is possible to reach a 

consensus on values. A modern state may be unable to provide an answer as to the greatest good in a 

pluralistic collection of values. However, the state should seek to prevent evil and to focus its efforts 

on positive values. 

Politics is about implementing a moral code. It is about negotiating between a set of interests 

and objective-fuelled conflicts according to the situation (Sutor, 1999). 

The details of what the job of political education is remain subject to debate and change. 

Rothe (1999) provided the following aims of political education.  

i. Developing and strengthening liberal democratic value awareness. 
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ii. Understanding the basic task of politics as being to solve current problems by introducing 

binding decisions on contentious issues. 

iii. Gaining basic knowledge in all of the most important political issues with regard to the 

future such as democracy and its threats and the relation between the economy and the 

ecology. 

iv. Learning certain skills such as how to approach information, media, etc. 

O‟Shea and Ward (2006) maintain that political education should focus on: 

i. A willingness to express and contemplate their own opinions and those of others; 

ii. The use of non-violet methods in resolving conflicts; and 

iii. A set of underlying procedural norms within which such deliberations take place. 

 Other fundamental issues in political education include: 

i. Fostering an understanding and critical appreciation of values – moral, spiritual, religious, 

social and cultural – which have been distinctive in shaping our society; 

ii. Nurturing a sense of personal identity, self-esteem and awareness of one‟s abilities, 

aptitudes and limitations, combined with respect for the rights and beliefs of others;  

iii. Creating tolerant, caring and politically aware members of society; and  

iv. Ensuring that people acquire a keen awareness of their national heritage and identity, 

couple with a global awareness and respect and care for the environment. 

 

Agents of Political Education 

The political education or socialization of any country is highly influenced by a number of agents. 

Political education is a conscious act and can only take place through the agents or institutions 

specially meant for it. These agencies are numerous and varied, starting from the family through the 

school, political parties, to governmental and non-governmental institutions. A look at some of these 

agents will be helpful in understanding their roles in the political socialization of the citizens. 

The Family is the bedrock of a child‟s political socialization. The parental background of the 

child determines the extent of his/her interest in the political affairs of his/her society. A child who 

grew up in a family that detests political discussions „may‟ naturally detest political participation. 

The school has been recognized, world-wide, as a very important agent of socialization. In 

many countries of the world, political education has been included in the school curriculum. In 

Nigeria, such subjects are social studies, government, civic education, and citizenship education. All 

these subjects are intended to enable citizens to acquire the knowledge and skills essential for 

informed and effective citizenship. 

Political parties are also strong agents of political education. They help create awareness of 

the political situation of the country through debates, campaigns/rallies, symposia, etc. Most people 

feel the impact of political parties only during election periods. However, political education should 

not be limited to elections or voting only. It is concerned with the whole activities of man in a 

society. 

The Nigerian government has consciously created agencies that help in educating the 

citizens about their responsibilities. Prominent among them is the National Orientation Agency 

(NOA).  

The Mass media (radio, television, newspapers, etc.) cannot be forgotten. On daily basis, 

citizens are being informed of government activities by the media. 

Religious organizations and other numerous organizations also carry out the functions of 

political education.  
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Nevertheless, it is worthy of mention that the roles of these agencies need to be improved 

because there are still high level of ignorance and political apathy among the people. 

 

Factors Affecting Effective Political Education in Nigeria  

Critical observations reveal that Nigeria has a very poor political foundation that can enhance and 

sustain quality political education. Prominent among the factors that militate against such political 

education include; 

Political culture: This refers to historically-based widely-shared beliefs, feelings, and values 

about political systems, serving as a link between citizens and government. Nigeria is a very highly 

fragmented society. Each segment has its own belief system and views the government as an alien 

structure, incapable of uniting the entire people. This makes sustainable democracy difficult. 

Ethnicity: This has been a very important factor that has hindered effective political 

education in Nigeria. It has not only affected the political but also all other aspect of the society. 

Many efforts towards educating the citizens had yielded poor results. All the ethnic or tribal groups 

identify their groups more as a source of pride, and even more importantly as a source of dislike 

division. 

Electoral Crisis: The electoral history of Nigeria since independence has been a history of 

crisis. Greed, violence, assassinations, thuggery, vote buying, snatching of ballot boxes, etc. have 

been a common feature of elections in Nigeria. Credible candidates hardly win elections. Those who 

win do so at a very high cost, making political office an enterprise investment with the highest bidder 

making the most gains. This is the main cause of political apathy in the country. 

Perception of the Politicians: A generally held opinion about the politicians is that an 

average politician is greedy, dishonest and corrupt. People believe that the type of political education 

that can change this perception is yet to come. 

Political Apathy: This is the indifference on the part of a citizen towards political activities. 

This begins with a lack of political knowledge to a certain degree which makes it difficult for the 

individual to see any benefit in participating in political activities. Many Nigerians do not participate 

either because of the negative opinion they have about politicians or because they regard politics as a 

dirty game. 

 

Conclusion 

From the discussions of this paper, we discovered that the stability of any political system and the 

durability of its democracy rest on the positive participation of the citizens in the civic and political 

affairs. The level of participation also depends on how much the citizens are conscious of the socio-

political realties of the nation and ability to form independent opinions about their society, however, 

the political culture of Nigeria and the numerous agents of political socialization have failed to 

inculcate the right political attitudes in the citizens which is a threat to an enduring democracy. The 

paper concludes that a very important strategy for achieving a stable polity and a durable democracy 

in Nigeria should be to embark on an aggressive political education that would re-orientate the 

citizens towards patriotic political values. 

 

Recommendations  

The following recommendations are needed for any meaningful political education to enthrone 

political stability and an enduring democracy in Nigeria; 
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Political education should not be limited to election periods only. It should be a continuous 

process of sensitizing the people of their rights and duties in the state; 

To see a dramatic change in voter turn-out, political education should adopt both formal and 

informal approaches to re-orientate the citizens. Teaching of civic or citizenship education in schools 

should help to emphasize national, rather than sectional integration; 

Political offices should not be made too lucrative in order to avoid a do-or-die politics. This 

will go a long way in reducing political apathy; 

Governmental institutions like the National Orientation Agency (NOA) and the Independent 

National Electoral Commission should intensify their efforts towards enlightening on only the 

political class but also the entire citizenry on the need for active participation in national affairs; 

Politicians should not be encouraged to use the mass media in manipulating political 

activities in their favour. Stiff penalties should be given to any mass media outfit used in giving false 

information or castigating political opponents; 

Political parties should truly reflect national, rather than ethnic composition. A situation 

whereby the founders and leaders of political parties come from a particular ethnic region breeds 

ethnic rivalry which leads to political instability; 

Religious groups should not be used for political purposes. Different religious groups had 

been used as agents of political disunity and members usually vote along religious lines. They should 

be educated to imbibe national consciousness instead of religious consciousness; and  

Those who play politics of bitterness should be reminded that „vanity of vanities, all is 

vanity‟. They should also be reminded that good name is better than silver and gold. 
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